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	Resort:
	Riu Aruba
	Date:
	Jan 20-27 2008

	Supplier:
	Sunquest
	Agent:
	Cindy

	Air Carrier:
	Skyservice
	Ground Transportation:
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	Comments and Recommendations

	Accommodations:

· Junior Suite – beautiful spacious room – lovely bathroom – tub with jets – loved the double sink – beds were a little hard – hotel did provided mattress covers which helped – I slept fine but my hubby was ready for his own bed after a week
· Hotel Rooms at this hotel are the old building/section and very tired – highly recommend you book only junior suite or above 



	Dining: 

 Breakfast – buffet style – lots to choose from – once the main buffet closes at 11am … at 11.30 there is another full spread of breakfast/brunch available by the pool by 11.30 am 
 Lunch – again the 2 buffets – hot and cold as with every meal – plus pizza/pasta/salad and dessert bar daily

 Dinner – buffet was always good and plentiful – 

 Krystal – French was my personal favourite and we ate there twice – limited menu but everything on it was fantastic

 Milano – Italian was good – there was an appetizer buffet that filled me up before I even had my entree  - we all enjoyed our meals but nothing spectacular

 Sayuri – Japanese – we did not do but heard was very good

 Grill/Steakhouse ( this is the buffet by the pool during the day ) – excellent – although I don’t eat seafood my travel companions did and they loved it – steaks are cooked to order and mine was cooked exactly as I asked for it … just a note that they cook what is ordered and the steaks are on the smaller side … so if you have a steak lover order 2 right away – they take a count of steak upon arrival and there are no extras

 Notes – my Mother is a vegetarian and was able to order special meals in all the specialty restaurants – and she loved them all – since most of the menu items are made fresh she was able to order several options without any meat, poultry, fish or seafood 

- dress code – long trousers for men – they also said that men’s  shoes must be close toed by Brian wore his sandals and no one seemed to care   



	On-Site Entertainment & Activities

· There is a casino on site that was quite full every evening – you can smoke in it so be prepared for sore eyes if you are sensitive to smoke
· There is a little lounge in the main building that provided some musical entertainment … it was fine to enjoy while having a beverage but nothing spectacular.  I felt the entertainment at this resort very lacking considering the cost of the vacation ... and yes I paid full price.


	Off-Site Excursions & Activities

· We did the island tour in Land Rovers – fantastic although our tour guide was a large part of why it was so much fun – great way to see the island and have some fun driving land rovers – it was 6 passengers following the guide and everyone that wanted to could take a turn driving – well worth the $$$ and the experience
· Definitely walk around – there is a fantastic boardwalk along the beach with shops and hotels all along the way – downtown is beautiful – very clean and safe – the shops were pretty and well worth the trip downtown to see 



General Comments:
· Aruba is blessed with a beautiful breeze and this is the first trip in 20 years that I’ve taken that I wasn’t’ covered in heat rash
· Aruba is very clean and I felt very safe walking – even in the evenings along the boardwalk
· The local sunquest rep was wonderful and even arranged for exit row seats for the 6 of us on the way home … by emailing the airport for us in advance
· The beach was beautiful – great for walking – the sand was a little almost grainy but still fine in bare feet   
All Inclusive Destination Report














