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	Cruise line:
	Crown princess
	Date:
	July 9, 2008

	Itinerary:
	Baltic
	Agent:
	Theresa

	Air carrier:
	Lufthansa/business
Class/flat bed seats/wonderful food and service!
	Ground transportation:
	Taxis on our own
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	Cruise ship details:
· Crown princess/3002 pax/we stayed in a mini suite with balcony/
· Check in was a breeze/getting off the ship was a long wait for a taxi as we were staying in Copenhagen
· At the end of the trip. If you are going off on your own stay on ship to the last minute!
· Precruise we stayed at the Radisson sas royal/they gave agent rate/nice hotel across from Tivoli gardens
· At end of cruise we stayed at hotel d’angelterre/old beautiful hotel in great location but not worth the 2760dkk/557.00cad per night/they would not give agent rates and were not the friendliest staff at the front desk/pretty snooty/this is the hotel where the rich and famous stay while in Copenhagen but i wasn’t impressed with the service
· Scandinavia very pricey for food and drinks
· Average lunch for 4 people 150.00usd/average dinner for 4 was 350.00-450.00usd and not for fine dining
· Oslo is one of the  most expensive cities in the world
2 coffees/2 waters/2 beers/96.00usd! 

	Ports of call
	Shore excursions/cost/general impressions

	Stockholm
	· Beautiful city/modern mixed with old/we did a waterways of  Stockholm princess tour and well worth it
· The tour was half day and we spent the rest of the day touring on our own

	Helsinki
	· Walked from the ship and toured the city on our own
· Went to the large open air market where everyone eats pickled herring and other fish dishes
· Tried reindeer meatballs and local beer/not too bad

	St. Petersburg
	· We were two days in this port/port area is in commercial shipyard and not very pretty/about  one hour from downtown to pier/princess tours
· Highly recommended as local taxis are not allowed in the pier area/if you go on your own you must prebook a driver you can meet you at the pier.
· First day we did St Catharine’s summer palace/
· Unbelievable! Such decadence in such a poor country where locals have a horrible life style/
· Next day we had a private driver and guide and we saw Peterhauf winter palace and more of St Petersburg/Russians are the most miserable people I have ever met but if I had to live there I’d be pretty grumpy too! They are either extremely poor or very wealthy. Our guide said all the wealth is via mafia. Life for the average citizen has not improved since the end of communism.
· Glad I have seen St Petersburg but have no desire to ever go back to Russia

	Tallinn
	· Estonia was one of our favorite stops. Tallinn is a medieval city with hills and cobblestone winding streets/very friendly people and reasonable prices tor coffee/beer/wine etc. We just walked through the city on our own after taking a bus from the pier

	Gdynia
	· This was our next favorite stop/we did a princess tour from the port of Gdansk/tour guide gave us a brief tour and then we were on our own to explore
· For the day. Very pretty city with lots to see.
· We had perogies and beer at a restaurant along the water. Good prices here too.

	Oslo
	· We could walk from the pier to the centre of the City/lots of ships and fishing boats in the pier area
· Very clean and pretty city/very expensive too!
· Oslo is the home of the 17.00usd big mac!
· Prices for clothes were reasonable but food and drinks are out of this world.

	     cruise ship amenities and activities

	Dining
	· Lots of options/great quality food and service/we ate at the crown grill steak house
· 8 nights out of 10/25.00 surcharge per person but well worth the fining dining and great food!

	Entertainment/nightlife
	· We went to a few shows but spent most nights in the bars with live entertainment or in the casino

	On-board activities
	· Our days at sea we spent a lot of time in the spa/beautiful spa any kind of treatment 
· You want can be booked. Prices are similar to what you would pay here but for days at sea
· You must book ahead as spa is full all day

	General comments:
This was one of our favorite cruises ever. The itinerary was amazing.

If you want to see Baltic countries a cruise is the way to go.
If we had tried to do a land tour of the same countries our trip

Would have been double the price! We were so glad that the majority
Of our meals were onboard the ship, and on the ship you can still get
4.00 and 5.00 drinks. 

We really enjoyed our 4 days on land pre and post Copenhagen.
It’s a beautiful city, but our visa bill almost caused heart failure when
We arrived home.  It was a once in a lifetime kind of trip and worth every
Penny we spent. 
A tip for traveling in these countries, the usd does not rule anymore

And they often would not accept usd. If they did they ripped us
Off with the exchange rates. We ending up getting local currency
From the bank machines or used our credit cards. Many places did
Not accept debit cards either, so we learned to get a small amount

Of local currency or used our credit cards. 
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