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Well if you can believe this I actually flew somewhere for this one, I still can't believe it myself.  We had an early AC flight out to Calgary so I booked in at the Fairfield at Toronto airport.  What a gigantic mistake that was although it wasn't anything I could foresee.  They had a group of 14 - 15 year old hockey players and parents booked in.  The parents all sat in the lobby drinking while the kids were up in the rooms keeping everyone awake.  We did end up checking out at 130am since the management did nothing about keeping the noise level down.  We received a refund for our room and sat in Denny's at 401 and HWY 10 until it was time to head back to the airport.

Air Canada was actually pretty good, flights on time and since I had done the on-line check in we really didn't have to speak to anyone which is probably a good thing.  I didn't have to experience any verbal diarrhea from any of their staff down there.

We arrived at Calgary and drove down to Drumheller.  This is a big dinosaur area for those interested in this sort of thing.  They have a few shops and a big dinosaur you can walk up to the top and take pictures.  Nice to see but I am not the dinosaur sort of girl.  We then went into Hanna and stayed there for the first few days, really nothing much there.  I noticed that many rural areas are pretty run down looking which surprised me.  

Drove to Saskatoon, approximately 4 1/2 hours from Hanna.  It was a nice city, not too big but very scenic, situated along the river.  Stayed, guess where, a Country Inns.  It was a bit older but still very nice and the low floor had doors going outside from the room which is always nice and you just don't get that in a lot of the bigger hotels.  Earls is sort of a chain of restaurants out there and very popular, you need reservations but well worth it.  Food was very good.  It felt a bit strange remaining in Canada for a change, still seeing all of what we have here as far as stores go.  

Drove from Saskatoon to Edmonton, another 4 or so hours but a straight shot and it went fast.  Here we stayed at the Marriott River Cree which is a big resort with casino attached.  Very ritzy with bell hops and concierge and people waiting to open doors for you and all the luxuries that some people will want.  It is very close to the West Edmonton Mall, approx 5 - 10 minute drive so very convenient.  So now as I say about bigger hotels, this one did not have a coffee maker in the room which really irritated me.  This is because they have a Starbucks in the lobby and they want you to go and spend 5.00 for a cup of coffee in the morning.  This after having to come down from the 15th floor and waiting in a line 10 miles long with golfers all going out to tee off it is just not what I like when I am at a hotel.  I guess some of our clientele would like this sort of thing though.  The biggest difference that I do see in places like this is the bedding, linens and towels, toiletries, etc.  It is just like getting into a bed of butter at night.  I must say the decor and ambience is many steps above the normal and I did sleep a lot better in the luxury so it was a bonus.

Drove from Edmonton to Banff, another 4 - 5 hours.  If you haven't been out to this area I highly recommend it, especially for the outdoors person, lots of biking trails, camping, quaint area with good restaurants.  We stayed at the Radisson in Canmore and it was really very, very nice.  Had a great view of the Rockies, the staff was excellent.  The restaurant was a lot of weird items but they also had a bar menu which had more regular items on it so it worked out - I had booked some people in at the Driftwood Inn in Banff and went to see what that was like.  NEVER book the Driftwood Inn.  The minute you walk in it stinks of musty and alcohol.  It is set back so that we almost missed it and just very run down.  You have to go next door to the Ptarmigan to get them to let you in, they operate together so when I saw this hotel I went right to the desk and changed them over and the rate was not much higher so well worth it.  It is a very nice hotel right on the main drag in Banff.  They are back from their trip now and they spent their 2nd night in Banff at the Rim Rock and paid mega dollars and told me they wished they had stayed both nights at the Ptarmigan.  They were there for a wedding so that is why they switched but they said they shouldn't have.

Drove a couple of hours back to Calgary for the flight home, on time again which was nice.  We did the big circle around on this trip and it was a nice pace, not huge driving to get from one place to another.  

Very enjoyable trip and now can picture where my people are when they are out there which is nice.
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