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	Cruise Line:
	Costa Magica
	Date:
	14April 2007

	Itinerary:
	Nassau and Bermuda
	Agent:
	Colleen R

	Air Carrier:
	Air Transat 
	Ground Transportation:
	Air Transat Transfer 

	Stopover
	Embassy Suites Ft. Lauderdale
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	Cruise Ship Details:
· Costa Magica, built 2004, 105,000 tonnes. Same ship builder and interior design as Carnival.
· Eclectic décor, dark rich colours, modern art.

· Décor was a bit on the “tacky” side but perhaps this is the Carnival influence being used on all the mega ships.  Lots of nude wallpaper panels and art, strange light fixtures, although many were Murano glass.

· Cabins fairly small, had an obstructed outside on deck 1.

· Larger bathroom area, good sized shower.

· Multilingual television programming, decent closet space and storage.

· Deck areas are a bit cut up but Decks 5 and 9 are decks that are easiest to navigate.

· Shopping arcade area on deck 5 is very good.

· Announcements are in 5 languages, a bit annoying on day 1 and the last day, but announcements were kept to a minimum on other days.

· Music galore everywhere on the ship, piped in hallways, corridors etc. which was quite wonderful.

· Dining room staff mostly from Indonesia and Philippines.

· Officers and front desk staff Italian and other Europeans.

· Onboard prices on par with most of the other lines.

· Beer and House wine $4.25USD, pop 2.80 USD, water 2.00 USD, mixed drinks $5.75 to $7.75.

· Ship is US dollars onboard when sailing Caribbean but Euro on the European sailings.

· 

	Ports of Call
	Shore Excursions/Cost/General Impressions

	Nassau
	· My tour of Atlantis was cancelled due to weather, so I wandered downtown Nassau and through the straw market.
· Tours offered include Glassbottom Boat, Discover Atlantis, Pearl Island Stingray.  Tours all priced between $40.00 and $80.00 USD.

	Bermuda
	· Our three days cut short to 1 due to weather situation.

	
	· Took a custom agent tour of Bermuda, seeing Hamilton, St. Georges and hotel inspections at Elbow Beach (my favourite), Hamilton Princess and Southampton Princess.

	
	· Shore excursions offered includes Bike Tour, Famous Homes and Hideaways Cruise, Helmet Diving, Aquarium and Caves.
· Private tours can be arranged for $50 USD hour.  All cab drivers are tourist board approved guides.

· Bermuda is beautiful but expensive.  A salad lunch with tea with $17 USD.  

· Everyone is very friendly and helpful.

· Purchased a transportation pass for $12 USD, unlimited bus and ferry transfer.



	
	· Magica docks at Kings Wharf in Bermuda a bit remote but there is some shopping and dining at the pier. 20 minute ferry ride to Hamilton.

	
	· 

	     Cruise Ship Amenities and Activities

	Dining
	· Portofino and Costa Smeralda are main sit down restaurants.
· Portofino is two level, Costa Smeralda is one level.  Fairly elegant with tables quite close together.

· Italian night and Toga nights are hysterical.

· Food was especially good on French Night.

· Italian specialties were the best bet, many meats and fish were precooked, so they tended to be dry or chewy.

· Buffet and Pizzeria on Deck 9, called Positano, Maratea and Bellagio.  Open air and enclosed dining, serving breakfast, lunch dinner, 24 hour coffee, tea, water and juice.

· Pizza, fruit and vegetables available all day on Deck 9.

· Grill area with different themes daily and burgers, hot dogs etc.

· Afternoon tea served daily between 4 and 5pm

· Tried Club Vincenza, deck 11, pay restaurant $28.95 USD for 3 courses.  Service was very good here, Versace china, piano music



	Entertainment/Nightlife
	· Entertainment is where Costa shines.  Floor shows were outstanding and music, dancers, acrobats etc. were excellent.
· Very little talking during shows because of the international crowd.

· There is a ballroom type dance floor on Deck 5 which featured live shows, International night, 50s and 60’s night etc.

· Atrium bar deck 3 always had wonderful music.

· Piano bar, Capri lounge, casino lounge and disco which opened after 11:00 most nights.

· 

	On-Board Activities
	· Gym, jogging track, pool games, sauna, spa, trivia games ,horse races, bocce ball, kids waterslide and club.  Lots of poolside contests and dancing lessons.
· Bingo was huge on this ship, $20 USD for three cards.

· Pool areas are quite small, smoking on one side, non smoking on the other. Solarium pool is quiet.  Hot tubs were always quite busy.

· Chapel, casino and library on board.

· Casino will give cash advances 3% surcharge, charge to your cabin.

· Nice spa area with various daily treatment specials.

· Medical clinic and pharmacy on deck 0, cost to see the Doctor $40.00 to $75.00 USD.

	General Comments:

· The ship is a rather odd design, but the staff works very hard and were always polite and  cheerful.  
· Reasonable shore excursion prices.

· Without question, musical entertainment and dancing are one of Costa’s strong points.

· This line would appeal to Carnival and Norwegian clients  but may lack the sparkle that Princess, Royal Caribbean and Holland America ships have.

· There were hand sanitizers given when you boarded the ship from ports but these were not available in the self serve buffet areas.

· Bar areas had atmosphere.

· I think that Costa Magica would shine on the European sailings where the International flair would be appreciated.  I could sense that many of the Canadian and American guests did not fully appreciate the international flair offered by Costa.  (our weather was very bad and I think that the constant itinerary changes and shore excursion cancellations started to wear on the guests).

· Shopping onboard was quite good.

Embassy Suites in Ft. Lauderdale is marvelous, 10 minutes from airport, 5 minutes to pier.  Large 2 and 3 room suites, happy hour daily with free drinks, cooked to order breakfast.  Many stores and fine restaurants within 10 minute walk.

Galleria Mall is about 10 minutes away.
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