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	Cruise Line:
	Cruise3Sixty Conference 
	Date:
	March 6-9, 2008

	Itinerary:
	Conference plus ship inspections
	Agent:
	Laura Furst

	Air Carrier:
	n/a
	Ground Transportation:
	n/a
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	Cruise Ship Details:
· Tour:  Costa Magica
· Tour:  RCCL Jewel of the Seas

· Tour:  RCCL Freedom of the Seas

· Tour:  Carnival Victory
· 

	Ports of Call
	Shore Excursions/Cost/General Impressions

	
	· See Comments below

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	
	· 

	     Cruise Ship Amenities and Activities

	Dining
	· See Comments below

	Entertainment/Nightlife
	· 

	On-Board Activities
	· 

	Costa Magica:  No place to go but ornate! -Incredibly busy décor in all public areas-Had buffet lunch on board:  Italian specialties featured.  Food quality quite good.-Staterooms spacious  interior rooms brighter than expected;-Pool deck would crowd easily based on positioning of deck chairs, -Activities
Jewel:  Very little time to tour ship; Nicely themed public areas; -Expanded sports/activity areas nice for young people; -Very bright and light in cabins – including interior

Freedom:   Huge and quite wonderful
-Toured “Presidential Suite”  - holds 14 max in 4 bedrooms, plus  own dining room, living room and pool area.  Often rented by corporates.

 “Flowrider” surf experience big hit with the 7 kids who spoke at cruise3sixty panel on traveling with kids.

-“Promenade Deck” not to be missed – themed as European Blvd walkway.  Parade goes down it, with magicians, jugglers, etc. nightly.

There are interior staterooms that have a window overlooking Promenade Deck.  Would be nice if clients don’t want to pay for outside cabin, but still want something a cut above regular interior.

Had lunch in their main dining room.  Food served was traditional and excellent.

Victory:  Very dark.  Theme is Oceania, and everything is dark greenTeen Club area with multiple TV screens would be popular, but kids club area smaller and less well-equipped than I expected.

We toured just as Spring Break crowd was embarking.  Certainly lived up to reputation that Carnival is trying to live down – with much of the “party hearty” crowd already at the huge pool area.  Loud speakers blasting away for “fun and music”. 

Public areas were not easy to navigate – although rush of those embarking exacerbated  the feeling of congestion.  I think it would not be too much different later in cruise.

As pax were embarking, we were not able to visit staterooms.

Cruise3Sixty conference itself:  Well worth attending.  Seminars plentiful and good.

Mix up Destination seminars and ship info to get most out of it.

Breakfast and lunches had panels that included presidents from Carnival, Cunard, RCCL, Silversea and the like.  Spoke of incredible growth in the next few years and explosive number of new ships and ports.

Major growth:  year –round Mediterranean ports most promising in their view

Stay at hotel (Ft Lauderdale Grande) within walking distance of Conference Hall, as shuttle service to conference hotels did not work well, and lots of complaints re wasted time were heard. 
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