THE AMAZON EXPLORER 

              GAP ADVENTURES FAM TRIP

               APRIL 14TH-APRIL 22ND
              CLAUDIA CARPINISAN

FLIGHTS: CONTINENTAL AIRLINES – Nothing special, adequate service and meals 

LIMA HOTEL: MARIA ANGOLA – older 3 star hotel, clean, a bit noisy but good location in the Miraflores district. 

The flights from Lima to Iquitos are included with GAP Adventures, however the clients are not being advised on the departure time for the internal flight until they get there and most likely they are very early in the morning. In this case, it would be best to avoid the flights that arrive very late into Lima, otherwise there will not be much of resting time.

Trip description: A voyage on board a 19th Century style riverboat, exploring the Ucayali and Maranon Rivers – tributaries of the Amazon.

Inclusions: internal flights, 6 nights aboard Amazon Explorer, all meals on board, arrival transfer, 2 night hotel in Lima prior and after the trip, breakfast daily in Lima, guided launches and land excursions.

The ship we were on “La Turquesa”, was maintained and serviced by an amazing crew. We were told not to lock the cabins during the day and as difficult this seemed at the beginning for most of us, we became extremely comfortable after the first day. The cabins and bathrooms are very large and clean with air conditioning (the air conditioning was a little too noisy, but we were glad to have it, nonetheless). The towels and bed sheets were changed every day and the waste baskets were emptied several times a day. 

As a note, I think we need to inform clients about the fact than on the riverboat, no toilet paper should be flushed, but it should be put in a waste basket instead, otherwise the toilet will clog. The water used on the riverboat is purified river water; however there is bottled water in the cabins and also in the big fridges on deck 3, easy access for everyone. One important feature – laundry is included. Each cabin has a cloth sack with the cabin number on it and when it is hung outside the cabin with the laundry, the steward will pick it up and return the clean clothes the next day. This is quite helpful, especially after the long walks in the rainforest after or during the rain. They also cleaned our hiking boots after each walk, amazing.

The same crew (that cleaned the cabins, did the laundry, empty the waste baskets and cleaned the hiking boots) entertained us every night with Andean music. 

The guides were extraordinary, they all had a quite vast English vocabulary and were very knowledgeable in all aspects, not only flora and fauna. 

Everything we did during this trip was safe but seemed adventurous at the same time. We felt very well taken care of without being pampered. The range of activities was amazing, among the most unusual were: piranha fishing, night walk in the rainforest, Shaman ceremony, paddling in a dugout canoe with the locals, planting Mahogany seedlings for the Earth Day…. 

This is the itinerary:

	Top of Form

Day 1: Arrive Lima
Upon arrival from your international flight, you will be transferred to your hotel and overnight in Lima, the nation's capital and largest city. 

Bottom of Form

	Day 2: Lima / Iquitos / Amazon River (B,L,D)
After breakfast, you will be transferred to the airport and board your flight to Iquitos. Upon arrival, our local representative will take you directly to your ship, enroute, you will visit a craft market and have a brief city tour before boarding. Embarkation is approximately at 10am and lunch will be served onboard. You will be lodged in first class accommodations for seven days. Departure time 13:00. Once boarded, we weigh anchor immediately for the most incredible navigational experience in natural history. As we navigate that day along the Amazon River, the breeze and sky beckon as we begin our adventure. 

	Day 3: Amazon River / Ucayali River (B,L,D)
An early awakening on the majestic Amazon River heighens our perception of the tropical rain forest. Occassionally, fisherman paddling canoes made of hollow tree trunks and children living in villages along the bank will greet us with a smile and a wide variety of birds can be spotted in the trees and overhead. These include the South American Oriole, rails or jacanas, egrets and carrion birds.

On the first morning we will reach the confluence of the Ucayali and Maranon Rivers, located 2,400 miles west of the Atlantic Ocean, the place where the Amazon River takes its name. We continue cruising the left branch of the Ucayali River. One of the characteristics features of this river are abundant gray and pink dolphins, frequently seen swimming near our boat. After a ccomprehensive lecture with our guides about the vast Amazon culture we visit a town of Riberenos, small group of people live in the banks of the rivers. 

	Day 4: Ucayali River / Yanallpa (B,L,D)
We start the day by going on a picnic breakfast, we board rapid excursion launches to explore tributary streams of black water, in search of wild animal life, such as primates, sloths, iguanas, toucans and many other exotic birds, all of which are seen frequently. We stop in a quiet spot to enjoy our meal while serveral pink and gray dophins swim curiously around our skiff. Today we will try to catch some fish in a near by stream; piranhas and catfish are usually the catch of the day. After dinner we make a nocturnal excursion in search of mammals, bats and reptiles such as capybara, black caiman, poison frogs and an infinite number of other species. 

	Day 5: Ucayali River / Sapote River (B,L,D)
We awaken in the Sapote River one of the best hidden secrets of the Peruvian Amazon, a place of abundant biodiversity. You will soon see a variety of egrets, macaws flying in pairs and groups of capuchin and playful squirrel monkeys. In a single excursion you will see hundreds species of birds, several primate species, spectacular butterflies and many other animals. A jungle hike compliments our activity as we enter the forest to visit the majestic Ceiba Kapok Tree, the king of the forest. After exploring we will have a picnic lunch below a Ficus Tree before returning to the ship, which down stream through the Ucayali River. 

	Day 6: Ucayali River / Marañon River (B,L,D)
We spend part of that morning visiting a nearby riverbank village where you can try your hand at bargaining with local residents who sell crafts made from natural forest materials. After lunch we board the excursion launches in search of gigantic aquatic plants called "Victoria Regia" while the boat continues on toward the Amazon Natural Park.

An interesting stop on our way to meet a Jibarao-Ashual Shaman, who will explain to us the use of his medicinal plants and perform a health and good luck ceremony with us which is definitely the highlight of your day. 

	Day 7: Marañon River / Natural Amazon Park (B,L,D)
A morning walk along a winding path will take us to the canopy walk, allowing us to catch a glimpse of the animal life that inhabits the upper reaches of the jungle We present our tribute to the marvelous Rain Forest by planting a tree in spiritual ceremony where we wish for its longevity. Later, we will paddle native canoes in an enchanted lake where all sorts of fish and water creatures live.

In the afternoon we begin our return to Iquitos while musicians among our crew make for an unforgettable farewell dinner. 

	Day 8: Iquitos / Lima (B)
After an early wake up call for breakfast our happy voyage comes to an end. We arrive at Iquitos approximately 6:30am for dis-embarkation. Transfer to airport is approximately 20 minutes, to board your flight to Lima. 

	Day 9: Depart Lima (B)
After breakfast, depart Lima any time. 



