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	Cruise Line:
	NCL
	Date:
	Feb. 2, 2008

	Itinerary:
	Hawaiian Islands
	Agent:
	Debbie LaCroix

	Air Carrier:
	American Airlines
	Ground Transportation:
	Drove to Buffalo and flew from there
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	Cruise Ship Details:
· Pride of America
· Balcony cabin
· 

	Ports of Call
	Shore Excursions/Cost/General Impressions

	Hilo, Big Island of Hawaii
	· Volcanoes National Park tour.  Saw the large crater, walked on lava fields and through an extinct lava tube.  The day was rainy and cold so it was difficult to see the crater clearly.  The brochures are misleading as they show a picture of hot lava flowing.  There are no tours at this time that come anywhere close to hot flowing lava.  It can only be seen with a 2 mile hike inland.  We also made a stop at a Macadamia Nut factory.

	Maui
	· Rented a car and drove from the port at Kahului in the north to the quaint town of Lahaina on the south west coast.  Travel time is only about 45 minutes.  Lahaina is a beautiful little whaler’s town with lots of shops and restaurants.  
· Next day we did the Road to Hana tour.  It leaves from Kahului and travels east along the north coastline to Hana.  The coastline is full of beautiful scenery and waterfalls however we had another rainy cool day and could not fully appreciate the beauty.  There is not much in Hana.  The tour consists of the journey there and back with a few scenic stops along the way.  The road is extremely windy with hairpin curves for 2 hours.  It’s not recommended for the queasy or anyone who gets car sick.  I’m not sure I would recommend it anyway.  It’s a whole day tour.    

	Kona, Big Island of Hawaii
	· Did not do a tour here but tendered into town and wandered around.  Nice little town.  Some of our group did a snorkeling tour and said it was fabulous.

	Kauai
	· Did a morning tour to Waimea Canyon.  It is a mini Grand Canyon.  Very beautiful scenery.  Had a few picture stops along the way.

· Next morning we did a Wailua River and Fern Grotto tour.  Nice relaxing boat ride down the River to the Fern Grotto which is a lush garden area with flowers and vegetation.   
· We sailed from Kauai at 2:00pm and went up to the west coast to view the Napili coastline.  Spectacular sight with the late afternoon sun shining on the steep sea cliffs and the whales jumping in the foreground.

	Honolulu, Oahu
	· We rented a car and drove up to the north shore of Oahu which is a Mecca for surfers with waves up to 50 feet.  Amazing to watch.

· Next day did a very early morning tour to Pearl Harbor.  It’s recommended to do an organized tour or to at least be there by 7:00am.  It opens at 7:30am but there is already a line up by 7:00am.  They only let a certain number of people in per day and cut off ticket sales by about 11:00am.  It’s well worth doing.   

	
	· 

	     Cruise Ship Amenities and Activities

	Dining
	· 6 specialty restaurants, casual diner, 2 main dining rooms and a buffet restaurant.  Specialty restaurants have a charge of 10-20.00 per person extra.  You can purchase a dinner and wine package for the week for 200.00 for 2.  This gives you a reservation at which ever restaurants you want throughout the week and a bottle of wine.  We felt it was well worth it

· Dining is freestyle so there is no set time to eat unless you have made a specific reservation.  The food was excellent and there was a wide variety for every taste. 
·   

	Entertainment/Nightlife
	· Did not experience a lot of the nightlife because we were too tired each night (jet lag).   The couple shows we saw were good.  The ship overall seemed quiet in the evenings.  It was not a party ship.  Not a lot of young people.

	On-Board Activities
	· Fitness Centre was good.  Fairly large with good equipment.
· Always games and activities around the pool in the afternoon.

· Spa
· Shopping, art auctions etc.

· We did not participate in a lot of the activities because we were off doing tours most days 

	General Comments:

· I wasn’t sure if I would like the Freestyle type of cruise but I actually prefer it.  I found it to be much more relaxing and casual then other cruises I have been on.

· The crew and staff on the NCL Hawaii cruises are all American.  They have to be actually.  There are different ethnic groups but they are all American.  I found all the staff to be excellent!!  They were always happy and cheerful and more than willing to help.
· The décor of the ship is quite 70’s with the colorful carpets and upholstery but it’s in keeping with the islands and the casual Hawaiian atmosphere.

· Some of the big ships today are intimidating and overwhelming but I didn’t find this to be that way at all.  I thoroughly enjoyed the casualness of it. 

· I wouldn’t hesitate to recommend this cruise to anyone.   
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