Hawaii Fam Report – December 26th, 2005 – January 6th, 2006 – John Gibb
Park Plaza Toronto Airport – We stayed at this hotel the night before our departure.  This is a good hotel – very clean and rooms quite comfortable.  If you’re booking clients who are smokers these rooms have not been renovated as of yet.  The shuttle runs 24 hours/7 days and also offers free parking for 2 weeks and free shuttle to and from the airport.  Just check at the front desk for when the next shuttle is running which is approximately every half hour.   This is a good location with lots of restaurants all within walking distance, if you wish to have dinner out.

The next morning we took the shuttle over to Terminal 3 and checked in with American Airlines. Allow lots of time as the lineup can be quite long.  (Note that we were traveling over the Christmas Holiday time).   Our flight departed on time and we flew to Chicago.  At this point, we
had an hour and 15 minutes until our next flight left for Honolulu, Hawaii.  I found the Chicago Airport to be not as confusing as I have heard before.  I found it very easy to get around in and the gates are clearly marked for your next flight connection.

Our flight to Honolulu was quite smooth but long, approx 8 hours.  American Airlines does not offer any meals on this flight.  They do offer free drinks – water/pop/juices, but on any alcoholic drinks there is a charge of 3.00 USD.   You can purchase snacks on the flights, for example, a snack box consisting of cheese/crackers/bars $3.00USD or a Turkey Wrap would cost 5.00USD.  You can enjoy the movie provided or just sit back and have a snooze.

Arrived in Honolulu around 2.00pm December 28th,  Busy airport – collected our luggage and proceeded out to the arrivals level where we were able to get on a shuttle bus which runs to all the hotels in the downtown area – (there is an agent who will help you with this).  Cost for this is 11.00USD per person one-way.

Arrive at the Resort-Quest Pacific Monarch which is located 2 blocks from Waikiki Beach.  This hotel is made up of condo units offering one and two bedrooms units.  We had a studio unit which was more than enough for two people – Living room area at one end of the room and the Queen bed at the other – It had a Kitchenette with Microwave/Fridge and full bathroom with shower.  The greatest thing about our room was that the patio doors opened completely across the front of our room – approx 20 feet which led to a balcony with a great view of the ocean and we were located on the 29th floor which gave us a clear view with no obstruction. The hotel also offered a roof top pool and hot tub.
Being just two blocks to the entrance to Waikiki Beach, it only took a  3 minute walk which was great was we were also within walking distance of International Straw Market with vendors who can offer you almost everything you would need to buy as far as souvenirs from Hawaii go.  I found the prices to be very reasonable and, as an example, you could buy 5 holiday t-shirts pre-washed for $5.00USD.  We also went to the famous Dukes Restaurant and had a great dinner at a reasonable price – We felt very safe walking the streets in Honolulu – even at midnight.  

Tours that we took while in Honolulu were Pearl Harbor and The Polynesian Culture Centre.  If you are doing the Pearl Harbor Tour, book it with a tour desk as this will ensure you  will not have to line up to get in. We did the tour which consisted of Pearl Harbor and city Tour and when we arrived they took us ahead of the lineups.  The Polynesian Culture Centre, again, should really be booked with a tour desk as well – This is a very interesting centre and gives you a lot of history about all the islands and the true feeling and culture of the Hawaii Islands. I just find that I see more and learn more if I go on a tour and let someone else do the driving and telling the story.

After five days in Honolulu we departed for Maui taking the same shuttle back to the airport.  We flew from Oahu to Maui with Aloha Airlines – very organized airlines and the lineup went fast – flying time from one island to the other approx 40 minutes.  Because of the distance you only get a juice box on these flights.

When we arrived Maui – collected our luggage and preceded to the Dollar Car Rental counter to pickup our van – If you are booking a Minivan, make sure to ask for the extended as this will ensure you have enough room for your luggage.  Again the agent at the counter was very helpful and even gave us driving instructions to our next accommodations.

Our accommodations were at the “Resort Quest at the Maui Banyan” which is a condo complex across the road from the beach.  The resort and the ground were spotless and the front desk could not do enough for us.  We had a two bedroom/2 Bathroom unit with full living-room and dinning room and large kitchen with all the amenities.  We were located on the top floor over-looking the pool area with a partial ocean-view.  Balconies are very large and full length of the units.

This is a great area as you are close to Kihei area for shopping and Wailea area for unbelievable golf courses.  Wailea offer upscale shopping and restaurants.  We went to the Lahania area where we did an afternoon of whale-watching and also drove up to the Kaanapali area which is approx 45 minute drive from Kihei.  Renting a car is a must in Maui if you want to explore the island.  However, no matter where you stay you will be on the beach, across from the beach, or a short walk to the beach. For swimming, snorkeling, surfing, windsurfing or just plain relaxing the beaches of Maui create memories of a lifetime.

Reality set in on January 6th when our return flight departed Maui for Toronto via American Airlines.

The islands offer a very relaxing laid-back feeling and everyone that I talked to could not be any more helpful.  The only problem was that the time was too short.  I would recommend at least 5-7 days on each island.

Hopefully, more time will enable us to return to the island of paradise. 
