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	Destination:
	INDIA
	Date:
	Apr24th- May 5th

	Supplier:
	INDUS TRAVEL VANCOUVER
	Agent:
	CLAUDIA

	Air Carrier:
	SINGAPORE AIRLINES

	
	


[image: image1.jpg]
	Itinerary

	City:  SINGAPORE
	# of Nights: 1

	General Information:

· Singapore is amazingly clean and modern, chewing gum is banned because it’s so hard to dislodge. 

	Accommodations:

· The Grand Copthorne – 4+ stars, very good hotel (a lot of amenities, waterview, spotless)

	Dining:

· Buffet breakfast at the Grand Copthorne – one of the best I’ve ever had, a lot of variety

	Attractions:

· The lion’s head – Singapore’s symbol, the bridge
· Modern architecture

· River cruise



	City: DELHI
	# of Nights: 1

	General Information:

· We arrived in Delhi late at night and departed early morning, we didn’t see much

	Accommodations:

· Le Meridien – a very modern hotel, new and clean, 4+ star

	Dining:

· Buffet dinner and breakfast at the hotel’s restaurant, various dishes (Indian & International), fresh and appetizing

	Attractions:

· We only saw the Parliament’s building and India Gate from the bus


	City: AGRA
	# of Nights: 1

	General Information:

About 4-5 hours bus ride from Delhi, Agra is the home of Taj Mahal. The city itself seems small, the streets are full of garbage and ambulant vendors and beggars are quite aggressive. The guide actually advised us not to talk, smile or look at them, which of course Canadian find quite difficult, being as friendly and open as they are…

	Accommodations:

Jaypee Palace – 4 star  The feeling was that the lobby is very tired and the hotel is just a 3 star however, the rooms, hallways, restaurants are more elegant and very clean.

	Dining:

Buffet dinner and breakfast at  hotel’s restaurant – ok variety, nothing too fancy, but good food, omelet station for breakfast, International & Indian cuisine

	Attractions:
· Agra fort – example of Mughal architecture, also called the Red Fort

· Taj Mahal – which is an actual monument built for Mumtaz Mahal, one of the beloved wifes of Emperor Akbar. It is an impressive building and visitors are requested to either take their shoes off or wear booties over their shoes (the paper booties are included in the ticket, as well as a bottle of water, but only for foreigners and of course, the price is higher for foreigners) Inside of the building there’s no light at all, almost doesn’t make sense to go in. It was hot, crowded and you’re told to beware of pickpockets…



	City:  JAIPUR
	# of Nights: 1

	General Information:

· Also called the Pink City because of the stone used in construction. The city is polluted, garbage abounds on the streets and the main attraction points are invaded by ambulant vendors. Jaipur is also famous for its textiles.

	Accommodations:

· Golden Tulip – 4 star, only about 5 months old, I liked that everything was new and very clean.

	Dining:

Dinner buffet and breakfast in hotel’s bistro – art deco design, International & Indian cuisine, good food and service throughout 

	Attractions:

· Elephant ride to the Amber Fort – once you get on the elephant you think it’s very commercial and start feeling bad for the poor creatures. Later we were told that the elephants only work until 10am, because of the heat, so at least we were happy to hear that. The elephant handlers sure ask for money if you want to take a picture of them on the elephant , but we also tipped them for the ride. Another thing, while riding the elephant, on the road there are a lot of people taking pictures of you and shouting their names. After you visit the fort and you’re taken to the bus in the parking lot, you’ll find those people waiting for you with the pictures already developed, they are selling them of 50 -100 rupees each. The exchange is approx 1USD = 38INR


	City: MANDAWA
	# of Nights: 1

	General Information:

· Mandawa just didn’t seem like a very touristy place, in fact we were wondering what else is there to see, besides the havelis (fresco painted mansions) that are in dire need of renovation. Beautiful havelis, but you can’t go inside in most of them. It’s a small town and locals tend to follow you everywhere you go.

	Accommodations:

· Castle Mandawa – an old castle, very few amenities. Rooms have old 4 poster beds, not very good mattresses, the linen and towels are almost grey, they should definitely consider updating. There is no TV in the room and the bathrooms have a shower in a corner with just a drain and not shower curtain.

	Dining:

· Buffet dinner at Mandawa Castle – was set up in the backyard, candles everywhere, even in the walls – absolutely stunning. The buffet was ok, mainly Indian food. Some live local entertainment, traditional music.
· Buffet breakfast – just ok, not much to choose from… either that or I was up late (

	Attractions:

· The castel, now a hotel (which as mentioned above needs to be renovated)
· The Havelis 



	

	City: CHENNAI
	# of Nights: 1

	General Information:

· Chennai (formerly Madras) is located in the southern state of Tamil Nadu which was part of the French Union, therefore has a bit of a European flavour.

	Accommodations:

·  Green Park – 4 star clean and relatively new hotel close to a beach (sunbathing and swimming not permitted) 

	Dining:  Green Park – hotel restaurant, buffet meals, very similar to all other meals we had

	Attractions:

· St George Fort, built in 1653, currently used as the state’s government’s secretariat
· Santhome Cathedral – we witnessed a Christian wedding

· Kapaleeshwar Temple – dedicated to Lord Shiva

	City: PONDICHERRY
	# of Nights: 2

	General Information:

· Pondicherry – the Tamil version is Puduchery, also a French Union influenced city, the police there are still wearing French uniforms

	Accommodations:

·  Promenade hotel – rated 4 star, built in a early Art Deco style, needs updating, especially the bathrooms. I would only rate it as a 3 star.

	Dining:

· Breakfast at the Promenade hotel – good variety 
· Lunch at a French restaurant “Rendez Vous” in Pondicherry – nothing fancy, dishes although French on the menu, were definitely cooked with Indian ingredients, do not expect “pure” French 

· Dinner at another French Restaurant, food more or less international, rather than just French, good though

	Attractions:

· Pondicherry Museum – has a great bronze gallery covering different dynasties
· Walk on the promenade – statues of Mahatma Gandhi, Jeanne D’Arc

· Drive to Auroville – envisioned as a Universal Town by the French architect Roge 

      Arger that was started as an experimental commune where the people of different    nationalities, faiths and beliefs can live together in peace and harmony

	City: MAMALLAPURAM
	# of Nights: 1

	General Information:

· Mamallapuram – formerly Mahabalipuram, a sea resort

	Accommodations:

·  GRT Temple Bay – 4 star sea resort, nicely appointed (in the style of Caribbean resorts). Nice big rooms and large bathrooms. The beach is darker sand, the sea water was pretty dark with big waives, at that time no people were at the beach due to red flag. The pool is quite small.

	Dining:

GRT Temple Bay – breakfast & buffet dinner & live music (international). Very good selection of Indian and International dishes, fruits & sweets

	Attractions: 
· Rickshaw drive through the city was interesting however, with the traffic over there, a bit scarry.
· Arjuna’s Penance – Bas Relief whaleback shaped rock containing figures of gods, demigods, beasts, telling the story of Arjuna.
· The Five Rathas – five monolithic temples where each temple was created in a different style.

· The Shore Temple – the oldest temple in Southern India, built in the 8th century AD, in Dravidian style with 2 shrines, for Shiva and Vishnu.


Guided Tour Report

















