IRELAND FAM 26NOV- 05DEC, 2007 – Claudia Carpinisan
Hosted by Tourism Ireland & Transat Holidays
This was one of the most fun fams I’ve been on!
AIR – flights operated by Air Transat, Club Class –was not impressed with the service, especially because both ways they handed me a Menu just to be left with no choice if you happened to be seated on the last row.

DUBLIN 

Accommodation – School House Hotel (opened as St Stephen’s Parochial School in 1861) rated as a 4 star and a 10 min walk to Dublin’s attractions.  Be prepared for the fact that it is quite old but well looked after, i.e. creaky stairs, tiny elevators that only fit 2, real keys for doors, etc. www.schoolhousehotel.com
DINING 

· dinner at Fitzer’s Restaurant in Temple Bar Square (I had lambshank and it was delicious; they serve international gourmet cuisine)

· breakfast at the School House Hotel (buffet breakfast)

· lunch in Guinness Storehouse

· dinner at Brazen Head Pub – traditional Irish food followed by Irish entertainment
ATTRACTIONS

· Trinity College with the Book of Kells (one of the most beautifully illuminated manuscripts in the world) and the Long Room – highly recommend you visit the library and the Long Room
· Guinness Storehouse – this is where ‘Guinness’ originated
· Dublin Castle- very interesting historic site
Co. Wicklow

Accommodation – Brooklodge & Wells Spa (very nice spa), Macreddin Village
www.macreddin.ie
DINING 

· Brooklodge & Wells Spa – entirely organic food, gourmet and very good.  It was something different because it was organic which was not something I saw a lot of in Ireland
ATTRACTIONS 

· Glendalough, Monastic site of St Kevin

· Avoca Handweavers:  interesting to watch them weave; all the weavers are men; mostly blankets so bring an extra suitcase if you want to take back a truly Irish woven blanket – they’ll also ship them for you if you want.  Remember to claim back any taxes you pay so keep the receipts of all your purchases
Co. Kildare/Co. Meath
Accommodation – Knightsbrook Hotel & Gold Resort, Trim www.knightsbrook.com
DINING 

· lunch at Causey Farm, Fordstown, Co. Meath

· dinner at Franzini O’Brian’s Restaurant, Trim (international cuisine, gourmet, yummy)

ATTRACTIONS

· National Stud Horses and Japanese Gardens - Tully, Co Kildare; if you’re into horses and Japanese gardens, you’d enjoy this.
· Family farm visit with activities (bread baking, Irish dancing lessons, etc) This was a lot of fun and I would strongly recommend such a visit if you can fit it into your schedule – it’s truly something Irish; included observing the sheepdogs at their jobs
NORTHERN IRELAND
BELFAST

Accommodation – Stormont Hotel: clean, comfortable, super warm down duvets      www.hastinghotels.com
DINING 

· lunch at Canal Court Hotel, Newry Co. Down

· dinner at Café Rouge, Belfast

· lunch at the Causeway Hotel

ATTRACTIONS

· Giant’s Causeway – natural rock formation on the coastline, quite impressive.
· Bushmills Distillery – with entrance fee you get a free sample of your choice
· Ballygally Castle Hotel; if you’re interested in heritage accommodation, this is a good choice  www.hastinghotels.com
DERRY

Accommodation – Beech Hill Country House Hotel, Londonderry www.beech-hill.com
DINING 

· Gourmet dinner at Beech Hill Country House Hotel- delicious!
· lunch at McHugh’s

· Another gourmet dinner at Ten Square Boutique Hotel, also delicious!
ATTRACTIONS

· Tour of Derry – the only remaining completely walled city in Ireland (walls built between 1613 and 1618 by the Honorable Irish Society)

· Derry City Council’s Tower Museum

· Ulster Folk & Transport Museum (displays Ireland’s largest and most comprehensive transport collection)
· Downpatrick – St. Patrick’s Cathedral and St. Patrick’s Grave

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS:

Every lunch we had consisted of something creamed vegetable and a sandwich, which must be a standard choice for lunch in Ireland or just a great coincidence on our trip. 
