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	Destination:
	Charlottetown, PEI
	Date:
	21 Aug 2008

	Supplier:
	
	Agent:
	Sue Reichard
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	On Route/Destination
	Comments

	City/Province/State: 
	Grand Falls, NB 
	· Nice town, pretty main street lined with trees, McCains plants are here – make pizzas and French fries  


	Accommodations:    

 
	Best Western Grand Sault
	· Very nice, fairly new, very clean, indoor pool/fitness centre; large rooms with fridge and microwave, high speed internet in room; just off Trans-Canada highway  

	Dining:


	
	· “Deluxe Continental” breakfast included with room, good selection of food

	Attractions:


	
	· Grand Falls; gorge for hiking 

	
	
	· Not much else going on there unless you’re there for business!


	On Route/Destination
	Comments

	City/Province/State:

	Moncton, NB
	· Didn’t spend much time right in Moncton – used it as a base for day trips 

	Accommodations:         

 
	Crowne Plaza
	· Good location right downtown on Main St.; newly renovated (was Keddy’s and then Howard Johnson); pool/fitness centre; high speed internet access in room; walking distance to shopping

	Dining:


	
	· Restaurant right in hotel but it’s kind of pricey; lots of restaurants within walking distance; neat Irish pub that we ate at (Old Triangle)very good food 

	Attractions:


	
	· Bouctouche – About 45 min. drive from Moncton – Acadian Village (similar to Doon Pioneer Village); they put on dinner theatre shows here which explain the Acadian heritage; you reach the village by walking along a boardwalk which stretches across the water
· Shediac – About 15 min. drive from Moncton; cute town located on the water; ask for directions to the wharf at the information centre or you will not be able to find it; lots of restaurants on the wharf, marina, beautiful sunsets

· Fundy National Park is located about 30 minutes from Moncton. Hopewell Rocks are the main attraction here. Beautiful! Try to find out when low tide is so that you can walk on the ocean floor among the rocks; we went at high tide and it’s still nice…you can rent kayaks (pretty expensive) and paddle around the rocks. Costs $20.00 for a family admission to the park. They will allow you to go back the next day at low tide using the same ticket. Also, place for migratory birds to stop enroute between the Arctic and South America.      


	On Route/Destination
	Comments

	City/Province/State:

	Charlottetown, PEI
	· Nice town; easy to get around; Victoria Row is a wonderful old part of the city with lots of restaurants with outdoor patios as well as shopping; Confederation Art Centre – beautiful playhouse that produces many plays including, of course, Anne of Green Gables 

	Accommodations:         

 
	Rodd Royalty Inn
	· Older hotel in need of renovation; approximately 5 min. drive to downtown; pool with waterslide; good hotel for families but not our favourite; restaurant in the hotel 

	Attractions:


	
	· Again, we used Charlottetown more as a base for day trips 
· Brackley Beach – About 30 minute drive from Charlottetown; pay approximately $20.00 to enter for the day; beautiful long beach with “famous” red sand and cliffs; perfect place to search for shells, rocks, crabs and take a long walk
· Cavendish – Anne of Green Gables house is here; save your ticket from the beach and get a discount on admission the same day

· Summerside – Wonderful town on the water; “Spinnakers Landing” is an area with lots of restaurants and shops including a hammock shop with handmade hammocks    


General Comments:
 We drove from here and covered lots of ground in our two week holiday. There was lots of driving …. too much probably -we covered about 5000 kms. – but it gave us a good overview of that part of the country. 

I didn’t particularly love New Brunswick….it’s very much like Northern Ontario….mountainous, lots of trees and wilderness…not much there for the most part until you reach the coastal areas. But, I was pleasantly surprised by how friendly the people were as I had been told by someone that this was not the case.  
I loved PEI and would like to go back there and spend more time. It’s a lovely island (they call it the “Gentle Island” for good reason!)…rolling hills, beautiful water views. The island is small (280 kms. from end to end and a population of 138,000 people) so you can cover quite a bit of territory in a short amount of time. 

We took the Confederation Bridge from New Brunswick (about an hour from Moncton) to the island. It’s a 9 mile long, two lane bridge with concrete walls on either side. It takes about 10 minutes to cross but you can’t see anything except the cars around you until you get closer to the island. There is a toll of $41.50 but you only pay this when you are leaving the island on the bridge.  A much more scenic crossing was via the NFL ferry from Wood Islands, PEI to Caribou, N.S. which takes 75 minutes and costs about $70.00….advance reservations are strongly recommended especially in the summer.
A must have on the island is ice cream from a store called “Cows”….delicious! And, of course, seafood….fresh lobster, mussels, crab, fish. Not inexpensive considering they don’t have to import it but well worth it.

Overall, I loved the Maritimes and will be returning but next time I will fly and rent a car so I can spend more time exploring!  
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