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	Tour Operator:
	Transat Holidays
	Date:
	April 30th – May 8th, 06

	Destination:
	Greek Isles 
	Agent:
	EK

	Air Carrier:
	Air Transat to Athens
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	Cruise Ship Details:
· Located at the Port of Piraeus

· The “Perla” is a 16, 710 gross ton ship with 395 cabins.

· It was very clean and the crew worked wonders with what they had to work with.  
· It still needs a lot of refurbishing—mattresses need replacing, some bunks are on a 45 degree angle, air conditioning will not shut off.  
· Everyone was very professional and understood and spoke English well.  They couldn’t do enough for you. 

	Ports of Call
	Shore Excursions/Cost/General Impressions

	GLYFADA
	· The location of our first hotel inspection was in Glyfada.  This area is a large and fashionable beach resort town 15 kms from Central Athens near the popular beach town of Vouliagmeni.  
· It is quite lively with greek tavernas, marinas and a bustling night life.

· Best Western Hotel Fenix is a basic 3-star located across a very busy street from the beach.  It has a solarium that opens right up but the whole place smelled musty and the rooms are very basic with smaller tubs in standard rooms.  The suites had full-size tubs with separate showers but no balconies. The pool area was nice.  18-hole golf course is located nearby.



	MYKONOS
	· Mykonos is the most popular of the Greek isles. It’s famous for its golden sand beaches and transparent waters.  It is also noted to be the party paradise of the Greek Islands and offers a wild, non-stop and outrageous nightlife.
· Mykonos Town is the capital of the island and the main port for ferries, cruise ships and yachts.  
· Royal Myconian Resort & Thalasso Centre is one of the leading hotels of the world and is unbelievably beautiful.  The road to the hotel is straight up and you can see the hotel cascading in tiers down the hillside with magnificent views of the Aegean Sea.  
· Mykonos Town is 12 kms away and shuttle service runs every ½ hour.  Great hotel, very romantic feeling and is what every hotel should be.

· Located next to the Royal Myconian is the Myconian Imperial and is just as beautiful as the Royal with every amenity you could ever want.

· Yannaki Hotel is located close to town and all the nightlife.

· This hotel has been totally refurbished, smells and looks very clean and inviting.  Has a great pool area and is definitely a great 3 star property.

· The arrival into Kusadasi, Turkey was very early the next morning.  Kusadasi has a holiday atmosphere to it what with its beaches, nightlife, open-air restaurants, all located at the waterfront.  Shopping runs from the best carpets made from wool, cotton or silk, leather, to baubles and beads.  Kusadasi is commonly used as a base from which to explore nearby points of interest.

· Ephesus can be traced back to the times of Alexander the Great and was one of the greatest cities during the years of the Roman Empire.  Temples, thermal baths, stadiums, library of Celsus can be seen and are being restored today.  Ephesus is also the traditional final home of the Virgin Mary.  Anyone not wanting to pursue the ruins can happily shop in the bazaar located right at the port.

	RHODES
	· White cube-shaped houses with pebble covered streets all sit on a slope overlooking the sea.  Shops line the streets to the Acropolis.

· Belair Beach Hotel is a definite 3-star hotel with a great pool area.  4 kms from town, wide hallways, pool bar and grill, satellite TV, pool tables, breakfast and dinner included and all rooms have a side sea view.  Prices are per night per room.

· Rodos Palladium is a 5-star beachfront located in Faliraki situated about 9 kms from the town of Rhodes.  This hotel has marble everything!  All rooms are sea view with huge balconies, gym/spa center/safe/fridge/non-motorized water sports included.  Prices are per room per night.

· Women are not recommended to go out alone in Faliraki.



	CRETE
	· Crete is known as the birthplace of Zeus.

· We were not impressed with Crete at all. It was dirty-garbage all over but have been told that other parts of Crete are much nicer than Heraklion. 
· Heronissos Maris is a 4- star hotel located 25 kms from Heraklion.  Excellent sea views/beautiful spacious gardens, outdoor theatre, 2 pools and children’s pool.  Dive shop nearby. 
· $sauna, $sun beds, $umbrellas

· Silva Maris is a 4-star hotel located on main street but very quiet with unique decorating.  Hallways and rooms are musty smelling, beach small/great pool area with heated pool.  They also have a seaside pool.  No elevators.

· A la Carte restaurant is located outside by pool.  Every other Thursday there is live entertainment.  Full American breakfast is included and after 9am only continental breakfast is available.  Very “homey” feeling.  Seemed like a more senior clientele. Close to golf.


	SANTORINI
	· Beautiful Island - only 6000 people live on the island.

· June-Sept is high season.  Vineyards are everywhere

· Hotel Kallisti is located in the center of town (Very “Greek”)
· Only 50 rooms all with satellite TV, mini fridge, in-room safe and balcony, breakfast is included.  
· The Phenix is a 4-star hotel that are actually cliff-houses which have all been restored

· Stunning views/lots of stairs—not recommended for handicapped.  This hotel only has 14 rooms so book early.

· All have satellite TV, in-room safe, balconies or terraces. 

· Santorini Palace is a 3+ star hotel located 5 minutes to the shops.  Nice gym/sauna area.  2 bars including a pool bar and hot American buffet breakfast is included daily.  

· Too many steps for me!!!



	ATHENS
	· Came back to Athens where we went on a city tour visiting the Acropolis.  
· Park Hotel is a 4- star hotel which is being refurbished and when I was there they had gotten down to the 5th floor.

· Some of the rooms have “Acropolis” view.  They have roof-top dining offering 360 degree views.  Within walking distance of shops, cafes, restaurants, museums.  They also have a roof top pool, bar, fitness center, and gift shop.

· Hotel Titania is an amazing 4-star hotel.  It has a roof-top garden restaurant/patio bar with great food and unbelievable views.

· It’s located in the heart of the city of Athens and is 15 minutes from the Plaka for shops, tavernas and cafes.  The roof-top garden has over 700 roses in it.  Hot buffet breakfast included daily.  This is the hotel I always recommended even before seeing it!!!  

· Divani Caravel Hotel-beautiful 5-star hotel.  This was our home for the time we spent in Athens.  It has a roof-top pool and bar with a panoramic view of Athens.  The view from our room was the Acropolis.  Very stylish, lots of marble, everyone was friendly, very helpful and there is a hot buffet breakfast daily.  

· Kaningos 21 Hotel is a 4- star hotel located in the middle of Athens.  Has a rooftop bar and restaurant with views of the Acropolis.  Buffet breakfast daily is included in the price.


Hotel & Cruise Ship Inspection

















