Peru (GAP Adventures) June 2007 - Corinne Taylor
Why Peru?    I was asked that question too many times to count.    Honestly, I have no idea why Peru. I had heard all about Machu Pichu and the Amazon from colleagues who had recently traveled there but Peru had been a must go place long before their journeys.  I was also resigned and ok with the fact I would be traveling alone. One day that all changed when my mother announced she would like to go.  I promptly handed her the brochure and trip dossier so she would know exactly what she was signing up for and our first mother/daughter trip was a go.  I don't think either of us knew we were about to embark on the trip of a lifetime.   

 What exactly did we sign up for to start a 4 day hike along the Inca trail starting at KM 82 just outside the town of Ollyatatambo.  We had read articles, spoke to people who had hiked it, purchased and broke in new hiking boots, as well as, added hiking up hills to our fitness program.  We were a bit apprehensive about altitude sickness but we were ready to go.  This is one journey I am not sure you can ever truly be prepared for the first time.  Elevation at the highest point along our route hit 4215 m this was aptly named Dead Women’s Pass.  Upon reaching the summit my mother promptly proved the name adequate by flopping to the ground for a well deserved rest.  The altitude for us sea level dwelling people was enough to deal with, then add hiking up mountains, cobble stone trails and hundreds of thousands of stone steps and you've got the Inca trail.

The Incas built thousands of km of stone trails as trade and transportation routes throughout South America.  As we would come upon another stone settlement the same thought always popped into my head, why?  The engineering and craftmanship is beyond imaginable in the mountains in the middle of 

nowhere and here are settlements and elaborate trails.  The plateaus they built for growing are also amazing -- they truly knew how to use the environment and climate to their advantage.      

After completing the 4 day Inca trail hike and a free afternoon in Aguas Calientes we boarded the train and bus and headed back to Cusco for a free day.  We visited one of the local Corpus Christi festivals where we ate the local delicacy of cuy (guinea pig) .  We also enjoyed watching the school children parade through the streets dressed in traditional costumes performing dances for all the onlookers. 

The next day we headed to the Tambopata rainforest national park for three days in the jungle.  It was definitely a shock getting off the bus to 40 degree celsius temperature with humidity, we were sweating just sitting still.  After a quick stop to repack our bags we had a 1 hr drive down a dusty dirt road to get to the Amazon river. We then had an 1 1/2 hr boat ride to the lodge, we were pleasantly surprised with a very nice packed lunch aboard the boat as we traveled down river.   The rainforest lodge was very neat with no electricity; we had a 2 bedroom villa with a big hammock on the front porch.  We had many activities: a night jungle walks, piranha fishing, jungle hikes and Cayman spotting.  We were also treated to local grown fruits, fresh squeezed juices and lovingly cooked meals during our stay at the lodge. 

We then headed back to Lima for a free day and a walk around in the Miraflores district.  We also had city tour and enjoyed walking along the coast.   We took a very memorable taxi ride to the airport for our flight home on Continental.

We chose Gap adventures as our trip operator,  we were very pleased with the tour. All of our hotels were very clean and comfortable.  I would definitely take one of there tours again in the future.

Corinne 

