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	Cruise Line:
	PRINCESS CRUISES
	Date:
	FEB 25 2006

	Itinerary:
	SOUTHERN CARIBBEAN
	Agent:
	Theresa

	Cruise Ship:
	Golden Princess
	Ground Transportation:
	Taxi – airport to ship $20 & 15 min. drive

	Air Carrier:
	AIR CANADA-SAN JUAN
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	Cruise Ship Details:
· Check-in was very smooth and quick

· Beautiful ship with lots of decks, pools, hot tubs and chairs available
· Our room was a mini-suite with a balcony; bedroom area with TV open to a sitting area with another TV, couch, chairs and coffee table, bar area with glasses, fridge etc.

· Room had a nice size bathroom with a full tub

· Lots of storage space

· Balcony had 2 lounge chairs and a table with 2 additional chairs

· Our steward brought us champagne upon arrival, kept our ice bucket full, brought wine glasses, snacks and plenty of fresh towels

· We had breakfast on our balcony every morning delivered at whatever time we chose

· It was great to start the day; sitting on the balcony in our Princess robes, drinking coffee - there was no charge for room service 

· Everywhere was hand sanitizer for passenger/crew use. They are very focused on not spreading any viruses throughout the ship.



	Ports of Call
	Shore Excursions/Cost/General Impressions

	ST THOMAS VIRGIN ISLANDS
	· Took an $8 shuttle from the ship to Megan’s Bay Beach – a beautiful beach in a cove with chairs and umbrella’s you can rent for $10 a day
· Beach had a restaurant, washrooms, change rooms, bar etc.

· Took shuttle back to town to wander around the shops

· The jewellery shopping is incredible


	ST KITTS
	· Wasn’t crazy about this island

· Wasn’t lush at all, hills looked sparse and scrubby

· Didn’t see any nice beach areas – took a big hit from the recent hurricanes but are in process of rebuilding entire pier area

· When it’s completed it will be much more attractive area for cruise ships to dock 
· Rebuilt was the shopping mall/area right as you disembark the ship
· There are lots of nice restaurants and shops here

· Walked downtown but it wasn’t very impressive



	GRENADA
	· A favourite island of ours that we visited 10 years ago

· Devastation from a major hurricane 2 years ago is still quite evident
· Sounds of construction can be heard everywhere

· Hiked up a steep hill that looked over the town and the port; the view of the sea and the cruise ship was magnificent but the other side was a sea of buildings with no roofs and under construction

· None of the churches have been repaired yet – as they don’t attract tourists – it’s not a priority

· It will be a few more years before Grenada is back to normal 


	MARGARITA ISLAND
	ONLY ONE COMMENT ABOUT THIS PORT…STAY ON THE SHIP!!!

	ARUBA
	· Another one of our favourite islands
· The pier is so close to town you can just get off the ship and it’s within walking distance from downtown, stores, casino ,restaurants and bars
· We took a taxi (about $20.00usd) up to Palm Beach for most of the day – there was a beautiful beach, water, bars, restaurants
· Very, very windy - so you get a little sandblasted


	     Cruise Ship Amenities and Activities

	Dining
	· We chose the personal choice dining option which we loved so we could eat in either of the two main dining rooms any time between 5:30pm and 10:00pm or at any of the specialty restaurants

· Reservations can be made ahead so you don’t have to worry about a line-up
The Desert Rose Steakhouse:

· We loved this restaurant and ate here 3 times –there was a $10.00 USD surcharge per person but worth it

· It’s small and intimate with 5 star service – there was no rush and they took their time between courses
· The steak was so tender you could cut it with your fork

Main Dining Room:
· We ate here 3 times but felt rushed. It was very noisy with so many guests and waiters. The food and staff were good but we prefer a more intimate dining instead of dining with 500 other people
The Italian Restaurant:

· We ate here one night and had a 16 course meal for $20.00 USD, but we wouldn’t do it again as there was way too much food and couldn’t eat past the 4th course
· We would rather have a menu and chose our own items


	Entertainment/ Nightlife
	· Our main entertainment at night was to go the Casino after dinner. It was a good size with lots of tables and slots. I won a $1300.00 jackpot which made a dent in our bar bill!
· There are bars, live music and dancing all over the ship at night and a disco which opened later at night.

· We went to a show with a hypnotist  one night which was so hilarious we almost wet our pants laughing
· Lots to do for all ages all day and all night



	On-board activities
	Our day at sea:

· There were lots of activities and music all day long

· Went to the spa for couples and had a massage; it was wonderful but a little pricey - $247.00 USD for the two of us; the Spa had beautiful décor and the staff were very well trained
· Our favourite activity was lying on our chair and sleeping or reading, 
Other activities include;

·  Movies, gym, spa, internet café, art auctions, games shows, wine tasting (we did that  one!) computerized golf and tennis courts
 

	General comments:  
· We loved our Princess cruise and would definitely sail Princess again. We loved the older crowd (45yrs and up, not too many youngsters).
· This ship would appeal to upper/middle class clients who prefer 5 star food and service and a quieter atmosphere than maybe a Carnival ship. (However, it wouldn’t be considered as high end as Cunard or Windstar)
· At the end of our cruise we spent the night at the Sheraton San Juan Puerto Rico (pricey but convenient  - 345.00usd per night)
· We just rolled our luggage off the ship across the street and checked in at the hotel. 
· San Juan more than exceeded our expectations. I would go there on a land holiday anytime. Old San Juan was great…very clean, lots of greenery, fountains, shops, restaurants, bars etc. 
· During the day we did a walking tour of old San Juan and its old forts. It was $8.00 usd each for entrance to both Forts and a map of the walking tour. Very worthwhile.
· At night there was live music down at the harbour and then we went for dinner at a great restaurant called Carli’s …fantastic food and live jazz music.
· Sunday morning had breakfast in the room and then took a taxi back to the airport and, sadly, back home 
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