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Getting there   We flew with Sunwing Charter.  It was very comfortable.  I had a middle seat and even being tall it wasn’t too bad.  They have leather seats, complimentary headsets and a good meal service including complimentary wine with the meal.  

Punta Cana airport is actually quite nice and modern for a Caribbean destination.  They have shops and restaurants and a nice duty free store.  Our transfer from the airport to the Majestic Colonial was about 35 minutes with a drop off first at the Gran Bahia Principe.

Check in went quite smoothly.  We were given a tip by someone on our transfer bus.  He said if you slip the front desk guy a 10.00 US bill he will upgrade your room.  Garry is not shy and took the fellows advice.  We paid for a garden view room and ended up with an ocean view room on the 3rd level right down by the beach.  It was well worth the 10.00 US.

Rooms  Most of the rooms are junior suites and they are all the same size.  Upgrades are related to location and whether you have an indoor or outdoor Jacuzzi or some suites have a larger terrace.  The property is primarily 3 stories and in some areas there is a 4th story which has the larger 1 bedroom suites.  The bottom level pool view rooms have their Jacuzzi outdoors.  It’s nice that they have an outdoor patio set up however since they are facing the pool there is no real privacy.  The outdoor Jacuzzi’s are probably not used much for this reason.  It would be better if they had a lattice partition or something blocking it from view.  Actually, the idea of the Jacuzzi is great however we only used ours once.  The novelty is short lived.  The rooms are decorated very nicely in colonial style.  Ours had dark wood cabinetry and the 4 poster king bed (huge and a little too hard) was draped in white sheer valances.  Floors of course were tile and there was a large walk in shower and a separate closed of area with the toilet.  The bathroom counter was large with 2 sinks and a large mirror.  There is a hair dryer in the room and the electrical current is the same as ours.  There is also a coffee maker and fully stocked mini fridge.  When we arrived there was a bottle of champagne and 2 glasses set up for us.

Restaurants  The first thing to do after checking in and getting settled is to make your dinner reservations at the specialty restaurants.  Mike is the Guest Services Manager and he is Canadian.  Very nice guy and extremely helpful.  If you are doing a wedding group there he is the guy to talk to.  He has assistants that will make dinner reservations at the Japanese Restaurant or the Gourmet Restaurant.  There are 5 other restaurants on site that you do not need reservations for.  The Gourmet is very good.  The atmosphere is quiet and intimate and the food is excellent.  Chateaubriand is my recommendation.  The Japanese is very good also and a fun experience.  10 people sit in a semi circle around the chef who cooks in front of you on a grill.  The other restaurants include Chinese, International, Steak House, Seafood, and the regular buffet.  Breakfast is only served in the Buffet restaurant however they have a continental breakfast service set up at a couple of the bar areas.  All in all I found the food to be very good.  I have no complaints on the food.  I had some lobster on my last night that may have been the cause of my upset stomach for a few days afterward but even that was still good.  Premium international liquors are an extra charge as well as wine other than house wine.  Although, we ordered Cognac and were not charged for it.   Their house wine was not bad.  Presidente beer is excellent.   I was thrilled that they had Clamato juice at the bar.  It’s the first place outside Canada that I have seen Caesars made.    

Grounds/Pool

There are a lot of ponds and fountains throughout the resort.  Since the resort is fairly new the vegetation is not large and overgrown.  The pool is huge and runs through the length of the resort from just below the lobby area to the beach.  It is never crowded and we never had a problem finding a pool chair.  It is quiet and very peaceful.   The swim up bar area is a little more crowded and loud because they have all the activities and games in this area.  There is also a little children’s pool in the area of the main (swim up bar) pool.

Beach  The beach is beautiful.  Very wide and soft white sand.  You can walk for miles in either direction.  There are plenty of palapas on the beach so never a problem to find a place to park for the day.

Weather/Bugs  Weather in March was fabulous. High 80’s to low 90’s.  It rained a couple evenings but never during the day.  Most of the walk ways are covered so we didn’t get wet at all walking from our room to the dining area at the front of the resort.  There were a few mosquitoes although they are smaller than ours.  I debated on whether or not to take the Malaria pills but was glad I did in the end.  I did get a few bites.     
 Entertainment/Activities  There is a big board outside the entrance to the lobby which lists the daily activities and entertainment.  Each day there are activities staff who organize pool games and contests in the swim up bar area and on the beach.

There is a games area on the resort with a giant chessboard, foosball, two pool tables and a ping pong table.  There are also tennis courts.  There is a casino with tables and slot machines.  No luck for us there.  They also have an internet café which charges 5.00 US per half hour.  However, I sent 3 emails home and none of them were received.

The shows in the evening were average.  We went to three.  One night had a Michael Jackson impersonator.   He was good.  The acrobat show was also good complete with trapeze artists.  Other than that the Caribbean dancers were ok and I don’t know what else they had.

One night a week they have vendors set up their wares around the lobby entrance.  There are a lot of paintings, jewelry and souvenirs.  The Dominicans are very aggressive in their selling although very friendly as well.  There is a little local shopping market within walking distance of the hotel.  They are extremely aggressive there and I did not find the experience enjoyable.     
They have all the usual water sports available and the Tour Operators have their desks set up to book local tours.  We took the 4 wheeler tour and had a blast.  I booked it online before I left.  It was 54.00 US for a half day.  Lot’s of fun!            

Kids club  There is a Kid’s Club for ages 3 to 7 located at the front of the resort.  There is also a teen’s club for ages 8-14.  It looked very inviting for kids but parents are encouraged to go there with their children.

Golf  There is a golf course across the street from the resort and Majestic guests get a small discount.  It is still 100.00 US for a round.  They have a weekly golf tournament.

Spa  There is a full service spa which looks very nice.  I did not use the services but the prices are comparable to what you would pay here.

Weddings  There were several weddings the week we were there.  We saw 2 on the beach and one at the gazebo.  The gazebo is lovely and they decorate it with the white sheer valances and white covered chairs.  There is also a pretty little chapel on the resort.   The reception dinners were held in a private corner of the restaurants.    

In summary, the resort is definitely a 5 star and I wouldn’t hesitate to send someone there and I would definitely go back.  It was full the week we were there but never felt crowded.  

