 CHARLEVOIX, QUEBEC FAM TRIP – Judy Anger – Oct 2008
October 3
Flight from Toronto to Quebec City via Montreal on Air Canada.  (Very easy to connect in Montreal)
Stopped for lunch in Old Quebec City and quick drive through of Quebec City and then drove to some of the chalets and small hotels near Le Massif and the ski slopes. 
This Ski resort is expanding a lot in the next few years and will have summer and winter activities.  There will also by next year be a local train running from Le Massif to Baie Saint Paul and eventually to La Malbaie
Stayed at a small hotel in Baie-Saint Paul-- La Maison Otis, Inn. (30 rooms, mainly FIT, some small groups)—This is an old hotel in B and B type accommodations, rooms were very small but nicely decorated and bed comfortable.
A lot of the restaurants in this area of Quebec are part of the Flavour Road.  The Flavour Road is an area of Quebec where the restaurants all try to use as much as possible in their menus of local produce and meat.  They are very proud of this and advertise it extensively, we enjoyed such things as local cheeses, apple wines and even blue potatoes and white carrots.

October 4
In Baie-Saint-Paul did a walking tour of downtown Baie-Saint-Paul with its art galleries, chocolate producers, boutiques, etc. This is reminiscent of St. Jacobs with its small shops and galleries.

Visited the cheese maker Maison d’Affinage -Maurice Dufour with a cheese tasting. 

In the afternoon we drove up to SEPAQ National park and enjoyed a cold afternoon cruise on the river.

Departed for La Malbaie still by the River Road and checked in at  Les 3 Canards (49 rooms, FIT and groups). This is more like a typical motel/hotel in the region in the new section, but the older section is rooms in the old house.  All rooms are quite large, renovated and good size bathrooms.  Some of the rooms have small balconies and you overlook the St. Lawrence River.
Then toured The Fairmont Manoir Richelieu and saw the casino next door to the hotel.
October 5
Whale watching cruise on the St. Lawrence this morning and we saw over 50 whales in our 3 hour cruise. This area is known as one of the world’s best whale watching areas, because of the quantity of small fish that live in the area and it is where the Saguenay River (fresh water) meets the St. Lawrence (salt water).

A quick stop at the Maritime Museum, home of the sailboat La Marie-Clarisse  and  stops at Domaine Forget, the international Music center, the Economuseum of Paper-Papeterie Saint Gilles where the production of cotton paper is still done by hand.

Overnight in La Malbaie.
October 6
Breakfast  and then took the ferry (15 minutes or so) over to Isle le Coeur and visited the local Apple Cider/Winery and a couple of great small hotels which are located overlooking the St. Lawrence.  

After lunch then drove back to Quebec City (about 2 ½ hours) for the flight back to Toronto on West Jet.







