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        CRUISE Report


	Cruise Line:
	Royal Caribbean
	Date:
	16 April 2006

	Itinerary:
	Western Caribbean
	Agent:
	CR

	Cruise Ship:
	Radiance of the Seas

	Air Carrier:
	Air Transat
	Ground Transportation:
	Air Transat Transfers

	Cruise Ship Details:

· Built in 2001, 90,090 tons 
· Walls of glass, 55% of ship has balcony cabins, plenty of wide open spaces 
· Rock climbing wall, mini golf, self leveling pool tables, golf simulator 
· Large spa  and gym, jogging track, 6 times around equals 1 mile 
· Large pool area and adults only Solarium pool

· Children’s splash pool and kids clubs

· Helpful unobtrusive service 

	Ports of Call
	Shore Excursions/Cost/General Impressions

	Labadee, Haiti
	· Many beach areas with children’s water park and splash area

· Powerboat and Waverunner rentals available

· Floating beach mats $10.00USD

· Snorkeling and Water slide available

· 4 separate beach areas to relax, still very easy to find a quiet space

· Tender from ship to Labadee on a large tender boat, 3 minute transfer time

	Ocho Rios, Jamaica
	· Greatly improved port area with plenty of police officers in area

· Island shopping centre is now a 1 minute walk from the dock 

· Dunns River, Martha Brae River Rafting, Canopy Tour,Deep Sea Fishing, Resort stays,scuba, dolphin encounter and 4x 4 safari tours offered here.

	Grand Cayman
	· Grown a great deal, most of hurricane damage from 2004 cleaned up

· Tender from ship to town, 3-8 ships come into town daily

· 7 mile beach is still spectacular, high end shopping in Georgetown

· Stingray City, Turtle Farm, Butterfly Farm, Atlantis Submarine, 

· Tour  of “Hell”, Scuba, Snorkeling and Helicopter tours offered

	Cozumel
	· Dock reopened one berth 3 weeks ago, lots of damage to hotels and vegetation but lots of rebuilding going on.

· Popular tours include Tulum ruins, Parasailing, jungle hiking, scuba, horseback riding, dolphin swim, snorkeling and tequila sampling

· Lots of shopping right at the port, $3.00 cab ride to main shopping area.  Los Cincos Soles is the main “mall” type store in the downtown, featuring Pancho’s Backyard restaurant, try the fish bowl margarita $8.95 , worth every penny!

	     Cruise Ship Amenities and Activities

	Dining
	· Main dining room is Cascades, 1st sitting is 6:30pm, late 8:30pm

· Sit down breakfast and lunch available some days.

· Portofino’s Italian restaurant $15 surcharge, 6 course Italian meal

· Chops Steakhouse, $20.00 surcharge, steak and seafood offerings

· Seaview Café located on Deck 12, table service burgers, fish and chips, wraps

· Windjammer Café, normally open for breakfast, lunch and dinner, casual dining with long serving hours. Salad and fruit bars, plenty of hot dining choices, fresh pizza and pasta, made to order eggs in the morning.

· Complimentary 24 hour room service, 40 minutes notice required

· Snacks from pool bar and Solarium pool area, 11am to 5pm

· Soda fountain cards, $42.00 USD week unlimited pop.

· Wine packages offered, glass of wine $5.50 and up.

· Beer, $3.00 to $4.50 USD.

· Bottled water $1.73, individual pop $1.83 can.

· Drink of the day, you keep the glass $5.25

	Entertainment/Nightlife
	· 2 production type shows, 3 comedian shows, Magic show and Piano Man show

· Music  is everywhere in the evenings. String music, piano music, jazz sets. Disco, steel band and easy listening 

· Karaoke, dancing under the stars.

· Large casino offering slots and table games.

· Bingo jackpots and movie theatre

	On-Board Activities
	Shopping, pool contests, art auctions offering fine art, fitness classes, yoga, pilates, scavenger hunts for kids and adults, family disco and trivia, bridge tournaments, library,water slide, ping pong, basketball,darts, wine tasting, cooking classes, scrapbook workshops, digital camera classes, shopping seminars, holistic seminars,singles and veterans get togethers,line dancing,face painting, volleyball,aqua tots.

	General Comments:

· The Radiance is a perfect size and offers lots of open space.

· The Centrum area is magnificent and extends from deck 4 to deck 11.

· Perfect for a young family or a family with teenagers.

· Lots of entertainment options form couples of all ages.

· Average age seemed to be people in their 40’s and 50’s.

· The Radiance is heading to Panama for a 2 week sailing and then on to Alaska for the summer months.

· Usually offers a “Butterfly Itinerary” during the winter months one week sailing the Western Caribbean and one week sailing on an Eastern Caribbean Itinerary.

· This ship is amazing, in the past 3 years I’ve been  on Disney’s Wonder, Holland America’s Volendam and the Golden Princess, but I feel that Royal Caribbean’s Radiance offered that little bit extra.




