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We flew with Delta Airlines from Buffalo airport. Buffalo airport is great – small, clean and easy to navigate.  You can park right on airport property for $8.00 US/day or $40.00 US/week for long-term parking which is very quick and reasonable.  Our departure flight with Delta was connecting in Cincinnati with a very short 30-minute connection.  I became even more concerned when our flight left 25-minutes late from Buffalo, leaving us with 5 minutes to change planes.  Cincinnati is a very small airport and usually a connection there would not be a problem.  When we arrived at the gate in Cincinnati our flight was closed and had already left the gate.  There were 12 people total that missed the connection and amazingly, a Delta supervisor was able to call the plane back from the runway so all 12 of us could board.  I was very impressed.   Our flight home with Delta was one stop in Atlanta – no change of planes.  Everything was on time and smooth. Service was good also.

When we arrived in San Antonio we took a cab from the airport to our hotel.  The taxi stand at the airport was very well organized.  It was a 1st come 1st serve basis in an organized line and went very quickly.  The taxi cost us $25.00 US including tip and took about 15 minutes.  We stayed at the Crowne Plaza Riverwalk on Pecan Street.  The hotel was immaculate and front desk staff very helpful and friendly.  The rooms were of good size and featured Sleep Advantage bedding so it was very comfortable.  The location itself was okay.  There is an entrance to the Riverwalk steps from the hotel.  It was about a 5-minute walk to Alamo Square/Rivercentre mall and about a 10-minute walk to the Market Square.  There were other properties that were a better location but also quite a bit more money because of this.  The Marriott Rivercentre is a fantastic location along with the Hyatt.  If you want to be in more of a central location, those are the best options.

We purchased a hop on/off 2-day tour pass from the Visitor’s Centre.  $21.00 USD/person.  It was very useful if you wanted to check out the 5 missions of San Antonio.  It stopped at all 5 missions, the Market Square, World’s Fair Park, La Villita, and Alamo Square.  It was a good way to see the city and learn some inside information about San Antonio from the guides.  

The Riverwalk is a beautiful feature and very unique.  It is set below street level and winds around the city.  It is very safe and well lit at night.  Closer to the Rivercentre mall is where you find the many bars and restaurants lining the Riverwalk. There is something for everyone.  I found that during dinner hours the restaurants along the Riverwalk are one of the only ones open.  In many areas of the city, restaurants close for supper – only open for breakfast and lunch.  This may be that the Riverwalk area is so popluar for dinner that the rest of the city’s restaurants don’t try to compete with them.  The Rivercentre Mall is something you need to see even if you don’t want to shop.  It is a beautiful mall with the riverwalk starting from the center of the mall.  We did a boat ride for $6.00 US/person that took you around the river starting and finishing at the mall.  Your boat driver is also your tour guide so you get a little bit of history along the way. 

Probably the biggest attractions in San Antonio are the missions with the Alamo being the most famous.  I suggest going to the IMAX presentation on the Alamo.  I personally knew of the Alamo, but didn’t know the full extent of its history until viewing the IMAX presentation.  It makes you feel a little closer to those that fought and lost their lives for their land.  The Alamo is located right downtown in the city center so is very accessible. We also went to Mission San Jose, which is a little further out of town.  It is the second most popular mission.  It gives you a better idea of what the actual mission looked like originally.  It is still laid out in the same way as it once was and you can get an idea of the full compound and living quarters.  

San Antonio is fantastic for shopping and Mexican arts and crafts.  The best area to go to is the Market Square.  Within this shopping plaza, there are a couple fantastic authentic Mexican restaurants.  Mi Tierra and La Margarita.  They are both fantastic and you find a lot of locals eating there, which I think speaks highly for a restaurant.  The shopping is endless and there are lots of good bargains.   Another popular shopping area is La Villita in the center of town.  It sits on the oldest colonized land in Texas.  It is a great area for art and local crafts.  

Located on Houston Street is the Majestic Theatre.  This is very old theatre that is home to different plays and musicals.  We purchased tickets to see “All Shook Up” when we were there which was fantastic.  The price of the ticket is well worth it just to see the inside of this unbelievable theatre.  The detail of this theatre is overwhelming. You will want to get to the show early just to check out the theatre.

The city of San Antonio itself is very safe and easy to get around.  It is also very clean.  There can be a lot of walking involved so be sure to bring some sturdy shoes.   We had 3 days in the city and I felt that was sufficient to see the city itself.  I would have liked to have a couple more days to rent a car and explore the areas outside of the city such as the Natural Bridge Caverns.  There are also many water parks, theme parks and zoos to explore if you were traveling in the summer with children.  Whether you are interested in history, shopping, relaxing in the Riverwalk or even want to experience a little bit of Mexico, there is something for everyone in San Antonio. 

Please contact me if you have any questions at all on this beautiful city. 
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