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I had a really interesting trip (by motorbike), very different from what I am used to.  It takes about 5 hours to get from our area up to Tobermory. No highway driving, it is mainly back roads through various small towns so a very relaxing drive.  The Bruce Anchor Motel is in a perfect location right beside the ferry so very convenient.  It has a very relaxed atmosphere, not fancy or anything but ideal for groups of people.  The rooms all have tables and chairs out back so you can gather together once settled in and it made for a really good time.  The rooms were clean and comfortable and reasonably priced.  

Bruce Anchor Motel

7468 Highway 6 North

Tobermory, ON N0H 2R0

95.00 plus taxes

You need to be up early for the first ferry of the day.  You can pull your vehicle around and get in line and then go have a coffee until they start calling you to board.  By the look of all the vehicles you would think it would take a long time to get loaded on but they are very organized and it goes very quickly.  They did overbook the first one and I almost didn't make it, I would have been the only bike from my group not to make it so that was not a great feeling, however, they did put me on so it worked out fine.  It takes about 2 hours to cross and they serve breakfast (you have to pay for it) and actually the food was very good, surprisingly enough.  The times goes really fast for this also and before you know it you are there.  There are a wide variety of travellers, bikers, divers, shoppers so a good well-rounded trip.  

Ferry - MS Chi-Cheeman

Tobermory - Manitoulin - 2 hours - 14.50 / vehicles 31.55

Once over to Manitoulin it takes about 6 hours to get to the Sault, beautiful scenery on the drive.  We stayed at the Quality Inn Bay Front, I've booked it often for GFI in the past so was anxious to see what it was like.  Again, nothing really fancy as Quality Inns go, however, the restaurant had excellent food, the staff were extremely friendly and accommodating.  The rooms were nice and clean and the location of the hotel was excellent.  Across the street was a mall which was nice.  Also across was the Agawa Canyon Train station.  This is also close to the US border crossing so we did come home this way so we could shop and visit duty free, rode down through Michigan and then crossed back over at Sarnia. 

Quality Inn - Sault Ste Marie

180 Bay Street

Sault Ste Marie, ON 

The Sault Bridge was very slow moving on this day.  Once over it was on our way to Whitefish Bay.  This is a beautiful area on Lake Superior.  It has a beautiful Lighthouse and the history of all the shipwrecks here was amazing.  They call it the Graveyard of the Great Lakes.  The most recognizable for me was the Edmund Fitzgerald.  We stayed in Bay City Michigan which is another area with much maritime history.  The Euclid motel was 50.00 and just one of those places you can find that is clean and cheap along the way as long as you aren't late at night and really pushing it these places can be gotten for much less than the other brand hotels.  

Euclid Motel

809 N Euclid Ave

Bay City, MI

On over to Frankenmuth, MI - Approximately 1/2 hour drive to this area and once you start to drive in you get such a great feeling of excitement.  It has such a homey feeling and atmosphere.  We didn't stay at the Bavarian Inn but we did stop there and it is a beautiful place.  Lots of great shopping and would be a great place to stay.  Frankenmuth is not that far from here, about a 4 hour drive for a nice getaway for a weekend.  I plan on going back to stay sometime and have more time here but am glad I got to at least see it for now.  They say at Christmas time it is an awesome place to be.  It is a bit pricey but they do have packages and for a special occasion it would be well worth the extra expense to stay here.  

On over to Port Huron, MI, approximately 2 hours away, there is a really great outlet mall for the last minute shopping before you cross back to Canada.  From our area it is another short distance to get away for a nice weekend of shopping, dining. Sarnia has the casino right there so many, many things to see and do.  This time we stayed at a Days Inn which I have not done in many years because I always find them dirty and this was no different.  Personally, I will only ever book a Days Inn if it is requested by someone who already knows that it is semi-decent or if it is recommended to them by someone in their company who has stayed there and knows for sure that it isn't bad.  It isn't worth saving a bit of money at all.

All in all it was a really good trip, I recommend it for those who want to drive we can make the hotel arrangements and then that can hopefully lead them back to us for other package holidays in the future.

