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To start with on this one I have this link to check on US border crossings, comes in handy for the business traveller that just needs a hotel in Detroit or Buffalo, they can check ahead of time and it has worked for me on a few occasions, saving a lot of time on this trip.  The link is   

http://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/general/times/menu-e.html

This area is really excellent for a family holiday with the kids if anyone is asking for something like that.  It can be gotten to in one day, a pretty long day, but if they want to avoid a night on the road then getting to the Knoxville area is approx 11 - 12 hours.  A good halfway point would be Cincinnati area if they don't want to push it all in one day.  

I always tend to stay at the Country Inn and Suites along the way, they are always really nice places with good restaurants, most have one within walking distance or a very short drive.  I stayed at the Country Inn in Powell, TN and also in Pigeon Forge, TN.  

The Great Smokey Mountains are always a good draw from this area.  Deal's Gap is a very popular area at the bottom of the Dragon Tail which has 318 curves in 11 miles.  There is a store there to buy your souveniers of this one which everyone stops at.  There is also the Tree of Shame where many pieces of metal and debris are hung for those that have taken the curves to fast.  

Gatlinburg is also very popular in this area which is a really quaint city, has good shopping, very picturesque.  Dollywood is in Pigeon Forge which is close to this area also.  The theme park for family fun is a great day – roller coasters and the usual there.  Cades Cove is an excellent area for bicycles, vehicles have to go very slowly though this area, and very historical also.  Original homes from years ago with graveyards and churches from years gone by, continuing on the loop there are deer everywhere, bears, things you see and can't believe you are seeing them so closely -  Very awesome and highly recommended.  

There are really so many areas you can get to from this location, The Blue Ridge Parkway is beautiful, windy and very scenic.  You can find any type of accommodation also, B&B, motel, hotel, resort for anyone's budget plan.  Log home rentals also a very popular thing to do in the area.  My brother has a home in Douglas Lake, TN (Dandridge), near to all that I have mentioned, it is called Paradise Found and ideal for large families or friends that want to take trips together and stay in one place but still have privacy.  The link for that is http://www.mountainstosea.com/cabins_chalets/Paradise_Found_douglas_lake.html.  This and many others are rented out throughout the year if people want to stay away from hotels.

Nashville is approx 3 1/2 hours away for a day trip.   Memphis is further away, probably an overnight trip then for those that want to take in Graceland as another sight to see.  It is approx 6 1/2 hours away from this area.  

We spent most of our time in this area so returning via North Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia etc we didn't really spend sightseeing time in these areas, however, very scenic and much to do so will spend more time in these areas in the future.

I would say a good week away with many things to see and do.  

