Exotic Tours Tunisia Fam 

November 19-30, 2008

By: Corinne 
Tour Itinerary:
Nov 20th – 1hr drive from the Tunis Carthage Airport to our hotel in Hammamet (Vincci Lella Baya)  Tunisia standards it’s a 4star Canadian standards 3 maybe 3 ½ stars.  Afternoon to explore Hammamet, group supper at the hotel.
Our Hotel – Vincci Lella Baya 

Very theme hotel…looks like a cartoon castle.

Lobby bar, internet café, buffet restaurant, gift shop, currency exchange at the hotel.  Beach Club across the street with bar (food beverage access there also).

Great outdoor pool – not heated

Supper  @ hotel – food good

Nov 21st – drive from Hammamet to Tunis to explore.  Stopped at the Bardo Museum,. This Moorish palace in the suburbs of Tunis was ,at one time, the residence of Tunisia's Beys (kings), and besides housing the fabulous exposition of mosaics, it contains an important collection of Prehistoric, Roman, Punic and Islamic artifacts..

*some museums in Tunisia might charge a fee to take pictures. 

Then we drove Carthage, home of an archaeological site of a roman bath, built which was completely destroyed by the romans in 146BC and then later rebuilt in the first century BC.  Then on the neighboring blue and white village of Sidi Bou Said which overlooks the Gulf of Tunis from the hilltop. Very picturesque. 
Changed hotels – moved to the El Mouradi  Hammamet Resort (2nts)
Hammamet to Tunis – Wine and fruit capital of the country

Breakfast @hotel (Vincci)

Lunch ?

Supper @ El Mouradi

Nov 22nd – travelled to Nabeul, famous for it’s pottery.  Stopped in a pottery shop and walked through a market. 
 Hotel inspection: -  Magic Club Manar Imperial.  Very Cancun feeling hotel (hotel chain from Turkey).  Large hotel, lots of activities, family rooms accommodate 5 ppl.  Very modern rooms.  5 waterslides and great kids club and great spa.  A true Canadian 4 star hotel
Hotel Inspection – Paradise Hotel (lunch) and then tour.  Great hotel a bit smaller than Magic life.  Hotel was just renovated completely 1yr ago…room are very modern with dark brown and white.  Nice outdoor pool and Great Spa!!
Hotel Inspection – Hasdruabal Thalassa Yasmin Hammamet, very high end hotel, very Canadian 5 star hotel.  Hasdrubal hotel chain are known for the great spas.  Very modern and very new hotel built in 5yrs earlier.  Very upscale similar standards to a Paradisus chain but huge amazing spa.

This hotel has the largest suite accordingly to the Guiness Book of World Records
Our Hotel – El Mouradi Hammamet Resort 4 star,
Room – 130 (view of the ocean)..room is right over the night club…change room.  Carpet in room…looks tired needs updating (green room).  Tub/Shower + Baday 
Theme – modern but feels boxy

Lobby bar, one buffet restaurant and one Italian a la carte, night club attached to hotel, spa, indoor and outdoor pool.  Kids club in the summer months. Gift shop, currency exchange.

Food – ok lots of choices. + crape station.
Nov 23: - Checked out of the El Mouradi Hammamet and started our journey to the southwest corner of the country.  The country side is more agricultural…not to SK standards.  Stopped in Kairouan (an important Holy city of Islam) and saw the aqua ducks then the Great Mosque + Barbers Mosque (this is huge), then stopped at an authentic carpet making shop.  Then we stopped at a souk (market) for shopping…again knock off crap and carpets, leathers, etc.  Lunch at (                                    ).  Great little hotel with a great little court yard and pool.  Food was good.  Then we continued on to Sufeitula to visit the ruins of the ancient Sufitula and it’s temples.  These ruins are protected by UNESCO.  Then we carried on to Gafsa where we spent one night at the Jugurtha Palace.  Ok so this hotel is supposed to be a 5 star hotel by Tunisian standards again remember their star system is completely out of wack.  This hotel looks great on the outside and well the inside is very heavily or elaborately decorated in mosaic decorations and as some on my trip said “the hotel looks like the designer was on acid”.  The room we had were all Junior suites with separate toilet and main bathroom areas (Tub/shower).  The main bedroom had a separate sitting area and small walk out balcony.  Two twin beds pushed together.  My room (Room 519)  was the red/orange/pinky color much better than the crazy green some had.  Every bed I slept on was hard and always 2 double pushed and made separately….I think this is due to their religious beliefs, but that’s just a guess.  The pool area of the hotel was great more greenery and the pool area looks on the mountain range.  The hotel offered one Buffet restaurant for Breaky and we ate in a Tented  restaurant (Berber style) and had a traditional Tunisian dinner.  (1st course – veggie soup… (2nd course – salads) (main course – couscous, chicken, beef, fish, veggies all cooked in a Moroccan style dish …name .?  The desert is always fruit (pears, oranges, dates ) and mint tea.
8.50 dinar for a small bottle of wine or $12 dinar for a large bottle…large bottle of wine ranged from $12-18 dinar depending on the hotel and brand.

Cappuccino - $3 dinar, Coke $4 dinar, pina colada or that type of drink $9dinar…. 

Nov 24th: - We left Gafsa at 8am and headed to the “Lezard Rouge” (a train) for a scenic tour of mountains in the southern corner of the country…. The train is from some country in Europe and was built in the 1930’s.  The train has been restored and has all the different cars a typical train from that time would have.  Then we headed to Tozeur.  From Tozeur we took a 30 min drive to Nefta to see the Oasis.
Hotel El Mouradi Tozeur (2nts)  4 star
Room – 444

Nice hotel…my fav so far.  Very modern feeling plus offers connecting rooms.  Nice subtle design. 
*I would say this is a true 4 star hotel.

Spa is basic but good.

Indoor and outdoor (not heated) pool

Good food in Buffet.

The El Mouradi is located on a street which is all new hotels (like a hotel strip).  At the bottom of the street (approx 10) min walk is the town and 10min from there is the main souk.  They are very aggressive here think of a typical Mexican market.  It’s safe to walk around women will just get approached to buy crap from the men.  You might feel this more as a younger women than and older adult.

Nov 25th:  Departed for a ½ day trip to the Mountains Oasis by 4WD (landcruisers)…not real 4x4ing.  We started in Mides, and old village on a spur of mountains suspended over the deep ravines, this is where the waterfall was.  The we stopped in  Chebika and Tamerza and Midess
Hotel Inspection – Tamerza Palace
Location – Middle of the Desert (Tamaghza)

-Boutique style hotel…not really kid type of hotel

-spa is under construction but will be done by dec 08

-two room types in this hotel….original rooms…very nice and the new area of the hotel has more modern contemporary  style rooms

-EB style hotel  very nice I would love to stay here 
-Family run hotel – daughter-in-law is from Montreal

-Great hotel and there is an airport in Tozeur so you can drive in.

Afternoon by the pool walked into town, checked out (Sofitel hotel) and then back to our hotel to visit spa and their Hummam (Turkish bath).

Breakfast + Lunch – At the Golden Yasmin Tozeur

Supper this night was sponsored by O.N.T.T…it was a Berber style tent (outside) with a traditional meal, belly dancers and musicians.
Nov 26th: - We departed Tozeur and crossed the Chotte El Jerid (a huge stretch of salt lake, renowned for its mirage effect.  The crystal surface is formed by accumulation of thick and resistant layers of salt.  Then we continued via Kebili to Douz, where we took our camel ride in the Sahara Desert.  $20 Dinar for about 30-45min ride (just walking no trotting).  All lead by guides.  You can also pay $2.00 Dinar so you can have the Lawrence of Arabia look.  This is the 1st real day that I actually felt hot in Tunisia and didn’t need a fleece or other type of jacket.  After our camel ride we drove to Zaafrone  to pick up the Sahara Express train that took our group out to the Golden Yasmin Mehari Zaafrane (our berber tent hotel…located in the middle of the desert).  The train was exciting for about the 1st 10mins then broke down and instead of a 20min ride it took about 1hr. (note  “the train” was a tractor disguised as a camel pulling trailers with seating.   I would recommend taking the 4x4’s or camels into the camp however note your driving through the desert so it’s bumpy and if you get motion sickness…take something.  Arrived at the hotel around 730pm,  
Hotel – Golden Yasmin Mehari Zaafrane

Rooms – Beber Tents (open air) plus they also have clay brick little rooms for more protection if there are sand storms.

1 Bar, and two restaurant/3 eating areas.

-Flush toilets and showers

-1 outdoor pool…no swimming after dark

*Great experience – Tents have either quad beds or triples…all single beds – mattresses are on cement bases.

-great look out area for star gazing…oh my I’ve never seen so many stars in my life.

Supper – at the Berber Camp….traditional Tunsian meal…beef, chicken, couscous , carrots, fruit desert + mint tea.

Nov 27th : - Up at 5am for breakfast then in 4x4 out of the camp at 6am b/c the train broke down and the 4x4 had to be back at the hotel to take people.  This is our longest day on the bus, just over 400 km (travel from Zaafrane to Port El Kantoui).  Stopped in Matmata to see the homes built in the caves.  These are primitive looking homes there were designed to maintain moderate temperatures throughout the year, cool in the summer, warm in the winter.  And Stop at a cave hotel that was used in one of the Starwars movies.  I think this is also the area that The English Patient was filmed.  The we stopped in Sfax to visit the large Medina (market)…this is where we saw some guy walking down the street with a cow head on his shoulder.  This Medina has everything, local fresh veggies, spices, clothing, knock off good, scarfs, she saw pipes etc.  Then we stopped at the Golden Yasmin (………….) for lunch.  Then we carried on to El Jem to see the Roman Colliseum (smaller than the one in Rome and parts of it have been restored and is used during the summer for theatre etc.  Built around the year 200.  Then we finally arrived in Port El Kantoui around 6pm.  Port El Kantoui is a resort area great for tourists.  We spend 2nts at the El Mouradi Palm Marina 
Hotel – El Mouradi Palm Marina (4star)

Room #582

**There are two Riu hotels located next door.
**All Inclusive hotel

Great beach and large outdoor pool, plus indoor pool

Great spa with lots of treatments…Nicer Hammam

Room – I had carpet some girls didn’t’.  long hall way into room, bedroom was separate bathroom (shower area) and the toilet room.  Balcony looked out at the beach and lot next door wish is a home for someone and their Rooster…that was my wake up call at 530am every day.

The hotel has nightly entertainment and an entertainment crew…smaller grp b/c it’s the winter. 

Supper at our hotel 

Nov 28th : - After breakfast we left for Sousse and visited the Medina (largest one yet) and then headed to the Monastir to check out an ancient Arabic Fortress and then across the street to the Bourguiba Mausoleum (the building was good and guarded by a guard.  
Supper – at our hotel

Nov 29th: - Our last morning in Tunisia.  After breakfast we had a little last minute shopping time, then at 930am we headed to the tourist marina area in Port El Kantaoui.  Great tourist area, very clean and a mix of everything someone might want if they don’t want the total adventure.  Great area for seniors…feels safe.  Lots of shops, restaurants (very $$), little zoo etc.  Then we headed back to El Mouradi for one last buffet meal and then headed to the back on the bus to Tunis.  

Note: Tunis Airport, the dinar is only accepted on the outside of the airport so exchange all your $$ prior to going through the security check point/security scanning.  Once on the other side Euros or credit cards are accepted.

Note: Air France, you can check your luggage all the way from Tunis to Toronto (if you have a forced overnight in Paris), however if you plan on buying duty free liquids then you have to have your luggage as you can not carry any liquids in your carry-on luggage.
Overnight hotel in Paris paid for by Air France at the hotel Campanile.  

Our flight from Tunis to CDG was 2hrs.  We landed at 705pm and got our luggage and took the shuttle to the hotel is was around 930pm.  Then we hired a 7pax mini van to take us downtown.$15Euro per person/ per direction.  The ride at that time of night (10pm) only took us 15mins (we got dropped off at the Arc de Triomphe).  The weather in Paris was cool…probably around +5C,  Definitely need warm clothing.  Paris was all decorated for xmas with lights on all the trees down Avenue des Champs Elysees.  We walked around a little bit with our main purpose of seeing the Eiffel Tower.  Then we stopped at a great little café for some food and drink (corner of Kleber & Boissiere).  Cheeseburger = $12 EUR, hot chocolate or cappuccino = $5 EUR. 
Hotel: Campanile in Rossey

Location – approx 15-20min from CDG airport

3 star hotel

Room: One king bed….the best sheets and bed we slept in the whole stay.  The room was a typical European room (small) but clean and cheery.  Tub/shower, coffee maker, TV and I think in room safe.

Nov 30th: - Departure CDG for yyz. We were suppose to depart at 1015 but we didn’t leave until 1055pm, but made it to yyz on time
