TAMPICO, Mexico  FAM REPORT – Dorina – November 2008 
Conquest -- Skyservice --- Club Maeva

direct flight from Toronto -- arrival Tampico airport -- nice clean airport - NO DUTY FREE - lots of car rentals - small magazine/gum shop -- cafe re coffee - lunch, quick disembarkment, they open all hand luggage, and all suitcases are checked and resealed with a rail tie.

20 minute ride to the Club Maeva, passing the Ramada Inn Airport -- and lots of car rental depots. The hotel is located between Tampico and Madero.

Club Maeva --- a good 3.5 star

-  Suitable for families (mostly)

-  Rooms basic but clean -- 2 double beds in the room

-  Main building has 2 floors -- no elevators

- Beautiful lobby done in wood and marble

- Excursion desk

- Bar - games room, pool tables -- small movie theatre off the main lobby (great area for teens)

- Small shop in site with basic necessities, beach stuff, chips, creams.

- Large terrace with amphitheatre where shows are held.... (Great dancers!!!!!!! -- have photos)

- pool area close to lobby, next to buffet restaurant (Blue Seagull Restaurant) -- lots of seafood, good choices - some Mexican but mostly CAD food.

COVERED WALKWAY NOW GOES TO THE BEACH as there is a road between the hotel and the beach. Some stairs to climb each way.

Great beach -- large, good for walking - water very clear (darker sand), lots of chairs, palapas, hammocks, bars, lunch areas, disco at night, beach bar (all belongs only to the hotel) also 3 additional pools - children pool and adult only area with 2 hot tubs, pool and swim up bar (very nice) set kind of on the far left side of the hotel -- can go topless (for John).

Local drinks - no Kahlua - large plastic glasses, good service in the beach area.  Some local vendors allowed on the beach -- small Mexican crafty market on the far left side of the beach -- local stuff. You are given a key on a string -- not hotel cards.  Water bottles in the room daily. 7 channels on the TV -- 4 Spanish -- 3 English plus CNN. Remote control.

Entertainment - good shows -- disco is good, round hut near the beach area, good mixture of music -- salsa, bachata, pop etc open till 2:00am. Bar on site.

Great 18 hole golf course (Laguna de Miralta Golf course) about 20 minutes from the hotel -- 4 free rounds with Conquest per week. Golf pro on site. Par 72.

Beautiful new tennis courts - lit right at the hotel.

Kids club for ages 2-12 years with playground and craft room, small ranch/stable next to kids club for horse and donkey rides - free. Ya ok Dorina went on the horse -- Zorro!!
2 bedroom villas available at the back of the hotel, away from main building about 8 of them with accommodations for 6 paxs with a small kitchen, very cute little villa --- private.

Small fitness centre -- NO I did not go!!!
PHONING HOME ---- buy a phone card from he little store 50 pesos = $5.00 CAD, you can call home from the lobby phones and talk 12 minutes for $5.00 bucks. Cheaper than using in room phone (about$2.50 per minute plus hook up charge).

Safe in room --- must ask for key -- FREE>

Large parking lot re buses able to move around, car park etc. concierge guy in the lobby for all questions.

Vampiro -- new drink in Tampico --- lime - tequila -- grenadine -sugar and salted rim --- very good!!!
Water sports area - kayaks -- not motorized stuff.

WARNING WANING WARNING!
EL TAJIN -- pyramids -- (kind of) nestled in the middle of mountainous area -- found in 1992 --TRIP IS A 6 HOUR BUS RIDE EACH WAY FROM THE HOTEL!!!!!!!!!!  Not 3.  You are as far as Veracruz... there is a flight available for $34.00 US one way but it goes Tampico to Veracruz, then you still have to get to the pyramids. OK to see but not worth the bus ride. The Tajin theme park is a spiritual site with sun dancers/authentic foods and a very tranquil area, nice but not worth the 6 hour ride o/w.  There are some closer ruins to the hotel if you really want to see some.

SHOPPING:  downtown Tampico Centro Historico --- about 15 minutes away, $4.50 cab ride thru Mexican streets - yes there is the largest refinery of Mexico in Tampico --- very guarded, did get some oil smells on day 3. City is 340,000 people so not small, good shopping, lots of small stores; market is across from the port, typical stuff including fruits, veggies and chickens!! Kristasha the avocados were huge!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! And cheap.

Cathedral in centre square is nice, also the best western hotel in downtown square has a second floor patio area, for lunch or drinks that overlooks the centre Tampico very nice --- try the MICHELADA drink (lime juice and Corona beer and salts rim). Busy downtown area. Port is very heavily guarded but there is a naval museum on site in a cool building. If you don't want to go into town, there is some shopping on the street outside the hotel -- convenience store and a SUBWAY (sandwiches not trains). Just walk outside the hotel and go to the right, lots of new hotels being built (some timeshare) and shops, spas hair salons etc.

Lots of hotels downtown Tampico. Lots to do downtown -- discos – bars - shopping - touring. Carpenters lagoon is nice to see too.

Back to the hotel 

Internet available on 2nd floor -- business centre $5.00 for ½ hour.

Not really handicapped equipped throughout the hotel but accessible areas. Very well lit up.

Great Mexican restaurant -- Juana Cata Restaurant -- very nice decor -traditional Spanish holds about 90 people, 2 sittings 6:00 and 8:00pm.

All bars close at 2:00am. --- No nigh time snack area for the after disco munchies.

Basic overview ---- good to sell as a moderate hotel -- not really great for singles, unless they go into town. Couples and seniors and families.
