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	Destination:
	Vancouver
	Date:
	June 28-July 5,2009 

	Supplier:
	
	Agent:
	Sue Reichard
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	On Route/Destination
	Comments

	Accommodations    

 
	Sandman Signature Hotel, YYZ
	· Very nice!  Upscale brand of Sandman chain. Opened in Sep. 08.  Only 3 of this brand in Canada right now but they are also building in Markham and Oakville. Very modern décor. Located about 5 minutes from the airport on Reading Crt. (very close to the Crowne Plaza). Quiet, clean rooms. 

·  Standard rooms are good size with desk, couple of chairs and a table; high speed internet.

·  Family Rooms - 1 per floor which have separate bedroom with queen bed and the other room has bunk beds for kids! One TV in each room of the suite. Bar size fridge and microwave. 

·  Penthouse suites - on 16th floor are perfect for long stay corporate clients -  have separate bedroom (with Jacuzzi tub), living room, kitchenette with stove and fridge, washer and dryer in bathroom closet.  Mostly corporate clients during the week. All rooms have high speed internet.   
· Pool, hot tub and fitness room

· Some small meeting rooms

· Stopover rates include up to 15 days parking and shuttle

·   

	Dining:


	
	· Moxies restaurant on site – provide room service as well as in restaurant dining/bar


General Comments: 

Flew with Air Canada on L-Escapes tickets. Rules on the ticket say no advance seat selection but we checked in online the day before and booked seats….nobody at the airport seemed to care. Glad we had seats as flights were very full!

            Flew Airbus out and 767 on return. Both had been refurbished with seat back TV’s with lots of choices of movies, TV shows, music. Can buy head sets for $3.00 or Ipod head phones also work. Also have USB port and plug for laptops. In-flight crew was typically as friendly as usual (
Also took a day trip to Whistler. Most of the construction on the Sea to Sky highway is complete now. You can do most of the drive on a 4 lane highway which makes it much nicer. 

My husband and children did a zip-lining tour while there which was excellent. Contact Ziptrek Ecotours – 866-935-0001 or www.ziptrek.com. 

There are 3 tours to choose from – the Bear tour, the Eagle tour (both are zipline tours) or Treetrek tour (this is a walking tour over a series of suspension bridges). Rates range from $39.00 per adult for the Treetrek up to $119.00 per adult for the Eagle tour. Reservations should be made the day before as it’s quite popular, especially  during the summer.  Each tour is 2.5 to 3 hours long and while it sounds expensive, I thought there was good value. 

While on the tour we also saw the newly built track for the bobsledding/luge events for the Olympics. It’s quite amazing! Apparently when the Olympics are finished this is going to be another attraction that people can pay to experience. Not sure how safe that will be for amateurs! 
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