WestJet FAM Trip

Ft Myers and Key West

By Kelli Hope


After checking in in Toronto we met with everyone on our trip at our gate, our flight was on time and actually left the runway early!! This was my first trip with WestJet and I really enjoyed it. The service was great, the staff was extremely friendly. I was really impressed with the seats, as I am a tall person; it seemed that there was more than enough room for me and my carry on. The fact that the seats were leather with a satellite TV on the back of the seat in front was a great bonus.


We arrived in Fort Myers a few minutes before our schedule arrival. Once we exited the plane we were introduced to one of our guides, Pam, from the Beaches of Ft Myers and Sanibel and we also met Kim Wolfe from Visit Florida. 


We then transferred to our hotel, The Diamond Head Resort, which is located directly on the Ft Myers beach. My hotel room was fantastic - we all actually were lucky enough to get suites. My balcony looked directly over the pool and hot tub area as well as the gorgeous beach. After a quick freshening up we were on the go. First we went to The Outrigger Beach resort which is just up the beach from our hotel. Here we got a tour of one of their beachfront rooms that had a kitchenette and a small sitting area. After our tour we got some free time to relax on the beach and enjoy the beautiful sunset at their fantastic Tiki bar. We were then treated to dinner at Charlie’s Steak and Seafood. After our dinner it was time to go back to the hotel to relax and get some sleep.

We met with our group at 8 am Friday morning, we were all very excited because the weather was beautiful and we were heading to Sanibel and Captiva islands. We set out for Captiva, about a 45 minute drive. To get to Captiva Island you must go through Sanibel. Sanibel is such a beautiful place I can see why so many Canadians travel here in the winter months. After seeing Sanibel I didn’t know what to expect once we got on to Captiva. It blew me away!! I have never seen such a calm peaceful, beautiful place. Captiva is a very popular spot for some well known celebrities. JFK Jr had a home there, as well as the president of AOL. I was in awe of the size of the summer homes and the beautiful landscaping.

I really like Captiva because 40% of the island is a wildlife reserve and the rest of the island has some pretty specific rules, i.e. only mom and pop businesses are allowed, there is nothing commercial on the island, the closest food chain is a Dairy Queen on Sanibel. 


First we had a great breakfast at R.C Otter’s restaurant at the tip of Captiva. Then we traveled to the T’ween Waters resort. 


T’ween Waters got its name because on one side of the resort is a bay while on the other side is the Gulf of Mexico. This resort offers a wide variety of accommodation; they have standard room with either 1 king or 2 double and a balcony that overlooks the bay. All standard rooms have a bay view. They also offer a deluxe room type which has a small sitting area along with a kitchenette.
Next we were able to see one of their famous cottages. These cottages are named and styled after famous visitors that have stayed here. For example the cottage we saw was styled after Teddy Roosevelt. It was exciting to be in such a historic site. The original resort was just a few cottages and a club house built in 1931.  While at T’ween Waters we were able to take advantage of the beach. It was spectacular, white sand and turquoise water…….breathtaking. 

After a very relaxing day on Captiva we drove back to our hotel to prepare for our dinner cruise from Fort Myers Harbour. The resort that we were taking the cruise from was the Sanibel Harbour Resort and Spa. We had the chance to take a quick tour of the hotel before heading out on our cruise. At the time we were only able to see the standard king room with an ocean view. It was a very nice, the hotel had just been renovated after the hurricane so everything had a new smell and it was so clean and nicely decorated. Each room had 1 king or 2 doubles, a full bathroom, a mini bar and balcony. We then toured the restaurants, fine dining and pool/beach area, everything was fabulous. It really is a 5 star resort. 


Our cruise began at 6:30 with drinks on the uncovered deck, we got a chance to take pictures of the sunset but unfortunately the clouds weren’t going to let us.  They had reserved the top floor of the ship for us it was very exciting. Dinner was great, lots of great entries and desserts. After dinner we had another chance to sit out on the deck and enjoy the calm ocean.

Once the cruise was over we had the option of going back to the hotel and relax or to experience the night life of Fort Myer’s beach. Of course I decided to stay out and see what they have. We did some shopping watched some of the street performers and then we walked back to our hotel.

We were up bright and early the next morning; we had to be on the Key West Express for 8am for departure at 9am. It is a 3 ½ hour cruise down to Key West. I was not impressed with the cruise at all. Everyone pays the same fare, but some people get to sit in the leather seats inside and watch the flat screen TV’s while the people who were late to board had to sit outside on lawn chairs. Even though the weather was great, when the cruise is in full speed it is COLD. On the way down we had to sit outside, it was awful!! I think the part I disliked the most was that one of the men working the cruise was walking around the ship with a tip jar shacking it. Most of the people sitting outside were not impressed with him. While we were leaving the ship, there he was again with his tip jar, and let me say it was nowhere near full. 

Key West was great!! At first we just took in the sites walking up the main strip. We had our lunch at The Best Burger’s in Town, and they were. After lunch we all got free tickets to take a Conch train tour. It was really interesting to visit old Key West and Hemingway’s home. New Key West on the other hand is very commercial. Key West in general is very touristy. I enjoyed being there and the experience of it but I don’t think I would rush back to see it again, like I would Captiva Island.

On the cruise back to Fort Myer’s we were a little more fortunate and were able to get seats inside. It seemed like a really long day, by the time we got back to the harbour in Ft. Myers it was 9:30 pm and everyone was exhausted.

The next morning we were able to sleep in and have our breakfast at leisure. At 10 am we checked out of our hotel and headed to Miramar outlet mall for a last chance to buy some souvenirs. We had 2 hours there before we had to head out to the airport. 

Our flight left on time and we actually landed in Toronto a few minutes early. After going through customs and getting our bags we said our goodbye’s and my first FAM trip was over, I had a blast!
