HOLLAND AMERICA YUKON QUEST FAM
FEB 6-11/2007  Elaine Kerr

The Yukon Quest is a 1000 mile dog sled race going from Whitehorse, Yukon Territory to Fairbanks Alaska.  They have a set of rules that all have to follow.  It’s you and the dogs for 1000 miles so you had better be comfortable with yourself and with your dogs.  It takes approximately 10 days to complete with all finishers taking home a piece of the money.

Tuesday Feb 6  Flew by Air Canada to Vancouver and overnight at the Fairmont airport.

Wednesday Feb 7

Started the day with a group breakfast followed by a site inspection of the Fairmont Airport Hotel.  This is a beautiful 5 star hotel attached completely to the Vancouver airport.  From the domestic arrivals you walk directly through domestic to international, following the signs and it leads you to the hotel.  The standard rooms have 2 double beds or 1 queen/king bed.  In room coffee maker, separate room with tub and separate shower.  Suites are also available.  Holland America uses this hotel for their pre/post cruise.

Later in the morning we flew Air North to Whitehorse.  Air Canada could certainly take some lessons from this airline.  Drinks, food, snacks were all served on this 2 ½ hour flight.  Attendants were all helpful and friendly and looked like they actually enjoyed their jobs and their smiles reflected that.

We were transferred to the Westmark Hotel by Holland America coach.  Check in was made easy by hotel and Holland America staff, which gave us a couple of free hours before dinner to explore the city.  After dinner was “meet the musher” night, a fun chance to speak and mingle with all 2007 Yukon Quest Mushers.

Thursday Feb 8

Whitehorse Visitor Information Centre & welcome to the Yukon and Whitehorse.  There are 35,000 people living in the Yukon with 22,000 living in Whitehorse.  This city, being the capital of the Yukon Territory, has many government buildings and many people are employed there.  Everyone is very friendly and go out of their way to be helpful.  A tour of the center and viewing of the Yukon Quest film prepared us for the race.

The McBride Museum is housed near the Yukon River in a beautiful log building with a sod roof.  Exhibits illustrate life in early Whitehorse, the Klondike Gold Rush, First Nations, the Northwest Mounted Police and wildlife.

The Beringia Interpretive Centre has a full-size cast of the largest woolly mammoth ever recovered and a reconstruction of the 24,000 year old Bluefish cave archeological site.

The Yukon Brewery still does everything by hand including the boxes being glued together by hand and the hops mixture is stirred by hand with a paddle.  Taste testing is always a good reason to visit.  They also make 1 type of beer that is only available at 1 place in Whitehorse.  The “Chilkoot light” is great!

The Yukon Quest and Mushers Banquet included dinner, entertainment which included the can-can girls, and draw of the Mushers starting positions.  A few good stories by the favourites were enjoyed by all.

Friday Feb 9

Meadow Lakes activities included tubing, snowmobiling, horse drawn sleigh rides and Dog Mushing on the Yukon River.  I enjoyed the dog mushing the most as I can do all the others here in Ontario.  It was just me, 14 dogs, the Yukon River and total silence.

Everyone enjoyed the day!

Yukon Artists at work studio—a chance to view and buy original works of art by the Yukon’s best.

Northern Lights viewing-a swim in the Takhini Hot Springs followed by a drive out into the dark to view the Northern Lights.  The right conditions have to prevail to see this spectacular phenomenon.

Saturday Feb 10

Viewing the Quest teams in the staging area—see the dog teams (14 per sled) being harnessed and readied for the 11am start.  They leave at 3 minute intervals.  On talking with 1 of the mushers they said the dogs don’t realize what is going on—they just think they are going for a run—little do they realize it is 1000 miles.  You could feel the tension and excitement among everyone even the dogs.  After the teams left we drove to a viewing area where we could best see the teams as they run on the Yukon River.

Yukon Wildlife Preserve-a guided interpretive experience while viewing 10 major species of northern animals in their natural habitat.  Moose, elk, caribou are only a few that can be seen.  Most of the agents had never seen these animals, along with the snow on the ground.

Sunday Feb 12

Early morning start with flight to Vancouver and connections to home.  Air Canada had overbooked flights and there was a big rumbling at the airport.  No one was happy with them as they were trying to get everyone from 3 flights on to 1.  

All in all a good time was had by all!!!  

